
spoke about the manipulation of conflict by policy 
makers in order to avoid internal reform, arguing 
that a culture of peace must be cultivated and that 
this would support the wider reforms needed to se-
cure sustainable development. “In South Asia and 
many other cases, the states themselves have used 
the instrument of ‘external enemy’ to perpetuate ri-
valry and deflect and curb inner peace and societal 
reforms,” he said addressing a hall packed with an 
engaged audience. Dr. Shafqat urged that South 
Asia needed a “cultural revolution” to “dismantle, 
disrupt and destroy the nexus of poverty, social in-
justice and economic inequities”. He emphasized 

the crucial relationship between peace and wider 
reform. “For peace, internal reform is a necessary 
precondition,” he stressed, arguing that expanding 
economic opportunity, improving social justice and, 
most importantly, pursuing the democratic process 
were key to normalising relations in the region.  
        In his address, Dr. Suleri spoke about the work 
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Introduction 
 
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) held its Thirteenth Sustainable Development 
Conference (SDC) from 21-23 December 2010 in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. This year’s Conference was 
titled “Peace and Sustainable Development in 
South Asia: The Way Forward”. Over 100 dele-
gates from 12 different countries participated in the 
Thirteenth SDC. Spread over three days, an audi-
ence of over 1,500 came to listen to the 60 speak-
ers who presented their papers in 24 panels. Two 
keynote addresses were presented at the opening 
and closing sessions respectively. 
SDC’s anthology titled, Fostering 
Sustainable Development in South 
Asia: Responding to Challenges, 
based on previous year’s peer re-
viewed conference papers, was 
launched at the inaugural session 
along with SDPI’s Annual Report. 
This special SDC Bulletin presents a 
detailed report on each of the ses-
sion. 
 
Opening Plenary 
 
Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute (SDPI), opened 
the plenary while the welcome ad-
dress was given by Dr. Saeed Shafqat, Chairper-
son, Board of Governors, SDPI. The Chief Guest 
was Mr. Javed Malik, Federal Secretary of the Min-
istry of Environment, Islamabad. The keynote 
speaker was Ms Urvashi Butailia, Director of 
Zubaan Books, India.  
        In his welcome address, Dr. Saeed Shafqat 
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undertaken at SDPI over the last one 
year. He noted important research 
fields, including food security, cli-
mate change and energy govern-
ance, in which SDPI researchers 
had excelled in their contributions to 
published research. The Executive 
Director discussed the difficult re-
search environment in which SDPI 

worked, and commended the efforts 
of staff in securing important new 
funding for the Institute through the 
Canadian funded International De-
velopment Research Centre. Dr. Sul-
eri said that he looked forward to ex-
citing new possibilities for independ-
ent research that could be explored 
with this core grant to the 
organisation. 
       Dr. Suleri went on to 
discuss the wider context 
of sustainable develop-
ment in South Asia and 
the regional nature of the 
issues faced by South 
Asian countries. “One of 
the prerequisites for a 
stable and prosperous 
Pakistan is a sustainable 
Afghanistan and one of 
the prerequisites for India 
to top the league of 
emerging economies is a sustain-
able Pakistan,” he emphasized. Like-
wise he noted, “NATO is unlikely to 
leave Afghanistan without peace and 
development in Afghanistan’s 
neighbouring countries.” 

       Dr. Suleri said that the TAPI gas 
pipeline and the Pak-Afghan Transit 
Trade Agreement show a commit-
ment to collaborative initiatives on 
the part of the international commu-
nity, suggesting regional integration 
is an important stepping-stone for 
securing peace across South Asia. 
Dr. Suleri cautioned that “civil society 

must play an effective 
role in suggesting some 
honourable exit strate-
gies and amicable solu-
tions to our respective 
governments who are 
not taking the necessary 
steps to resolve the 
pending issues hounding 
South Asia partially be-
cause they are scared of 
their political oppo-
nents”. 
       Mr. Javed Malik, 
Secretary for the Minis-

try of Environment, Islamabad, 
spoke of the hard realities in South 
Asia as well as of hope for a future 
of collaboration between the different 
countries in South Asia. Mr. Malik 
said that while attending the Com-
monwealth Games in India, he was 
struck by the desires of ordinary 

people to move on from the perpet-
ual conflict between South Asian 
countries. Mr. Malik urged peace to 
take root across South Asia and 
noted the economic deprivation 
feeding militancy across the region.  

 

CONTENTS 
 

Introduction                                             1 
 
Sustainable Development and Peace:  
Respecting Religious Diversity                  3 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical Management for 
Sustainable Development and a Toxic Free 
Asia—Session I                                        5 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical Management for 
Sustainable Development and a Toxic Free 
Asia – Session II                                       7 
 
Floods and Disaster Preparedness in Paki-
stan: Regional Solution to  
National Problems                                     8 
 
Panel: The Water and Sanitation Challenge 
in South Asia—Session I                           10 
 
Panel: The Water and Sanitation Challenge 
in South Asia—Session II                          11 
 
Peace and Sustainable Development: The 
Role of Think Tanks                                  13 
 
Climate Change: A Security Risk? The Case 
of South Asia                                            15 
 
Responding to Climate Change in South 
Asia                                                          16 
 
Financing Climate Change                        17 
 
Water Resource Management: Sharing 
Perspectives                                             20 
 
Federalism: A Challenge to Conflict Man-
agement in Less Developed Countries/South 
Asia                                                          22 
 
Neo-liberalising South Asia—Impacts of 
Structural Adjustment: IMF and World Bank 
Programmes                                             23 
 
Imagine a New south Asia: 25 years of 
SAARC                                                     25 
 
Peace through Development?                   26 
 
Poverty Reduction: Social Exclusion and 
Safety Nets in South Asia                         27 
 
Ending Violence Against Women (VAW): 
The Unconventional Role of Men              29 
 
Revisiting the Indus Water Treaty for Peace 
and Sustainable Development                  31 
 
Regional Trade: The Way Forward           33 
 
Promoting Decent Work for Vulnerable 
Groups in the Post Flood Situation            34 
 
Energy Governance in South Asia            36 
 
Role of Parliamentarians in Peace and Sus-
tainable Development                               37 
 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation (REDD): Impacts on  
South Asia                                                38 
 
The Relationship between Food Insecurity,
Poverty, Militancy and Conflict                  40 
 
Closing Plenary: H. U. Beg Memorial Lec-
ture 

Editor:                        Uzma T. Haroon  

Copy editing by:        Uzma T. Haroon and 

                                  Ayesha Salman         

Formatted by:            Nasir Khan 



       Mr. Malik also spoke about the spectre of cli-
mate change in South Asia, noting that regional 
countries were not well equipped to cope with the 
impacts of climate change in the area, which was 
confronted with so many other issues simultane-
ously. “Sustainable development and peace are in-
trinsically linked,” he said. 
       The keynote address was given by Indian femi-
nist and historian and founder of India’s first feminist 
publishing house, Ms Urvashi Butalia. Ms Butalia, 
whose interests lie in partition and oral history, gave 
a comprehensive account of how individuals at the 
grassroots level were trying to catalyse steps to-
wards peace between Pakistan and India.  Ms Bu-
talia spoke of individuals and groups stranded at 
one side or the other of the border between India 
and Pakistan; of the polarities between rich and 
poor in the region and of the consumption based so-
ciety in the West spreading to South Asia.  
       Ms Butalia noted that at the grassroots level, 
the people were not interested in perpetuating a 
fractured South Asia and were demanding that their 
governments deliver on issues like climate change, 
sustainable livelihoods and food security. She 
warned, however, that climate change was no 
longer an issue for the future, but a present reality: 
“The future is actually not some distant place,” she 
asserted, adding, “It is here.” 
 

Reported by Antonia C. Settle 
 
Sustainable Development and Peace:  
Respecting Religious Diversity 
 
Chair: Dr. Lubna Chaudhry, State University of New 
York at Binghamton, USA 
Guest of Honour: Ms Marvi Memon, PML-Q MNA, 
Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Dr. Masood Ashraf Raja, Assistant Professor of 
Postcolonial Literature and Theory at the University 
of North Texas, USA 
Ms Ayesha Salman, SDC Unit, SDPI, Islamabad 
Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Research Advisor, SDPI, 
Islamabad. 
Ms Urvashi Butalia, Director, Zubaan Books, India. 
Ms Humaira Ishfaq, lecturer at the International Is-
lamic University and Allama Iqbal Open University, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organisers: Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Re-
search Advisor, SDPI, Islamabad; and, Ms Ayesha 
Salman, SDC Unit, SDPI, Islamabad 
       During the Zia-ul-Haq regime, Islamic funda-
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mentalism had increased in Pakistan. Since then 
the space minorities within the public sphere was 
constantly being diminished. This opinion was 
voiced  during a session on Sustainable Develop-
ment and Peace: Respecting Religious Diversity by 
Mr. Masood A. Raja, a researcher from the Univer-
sity of North Texas. He said that this fundamental-
ism had links with the deregulation policies adopted 
for Pakistan and when the state failed in its redemp-
tive functions, the private religious charities en-
croached upon the civic functions of the state, 
which enabled them to shape and imbue the public 
consciousness of their beneficiaries with an exclu-
sivist and chauvinistic view of the world. Moreover, 
when Afghan refugees entered Pakistan, the con-
cept of Jihad arose and its meanings changed from 
struggle to qitaal (killing).  
       There are 400 Madrassahs in Pakistan produc-

ing people for this kind of Jihad. He said that the 
fundamentalist Islamic ideologies, that of Taliban for 
example, created an “other” to activate and legiti-
mate their own worldview, and in most of the cases 
the minorities became an easy target for this proc-
ess of “others”. In the case of the Taliban, the same 
principles of exclusion were also extended to vari-
ous Muslim sects that may not be conventional to 
the purist view of religion adopted by the Taliban. 
He added that literature and public media, through 
consistent acts of representation, had the power to 
reshape public thinking by giving a voice to those 
who had traditionally been silenced by the dominant 
religious groups in Pakistan.  
       Mr. Ahmed Salim, researcher from SDPI, said 
that in the twenty-first century, the media had be-
come perhaps the most important tool of politics 
and democracy that could be used both construc-
tively and destructively. It could, and does, influence 
the attitudes of peoples, politicians and other deci-
sion-makers. If used positively, it could create re-
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markable changes in balancing the state-citizen re-
lationship and the socio-political development of 
various religious population groups. However, the 
media in Pakistan had contributed more to heighten 
the conflict among people, at times going too far in 
its speculation and negative projection of Pakistan’s 
religious minority groups. He said that discrimination 
against minorities began at the state level exempli-
fied by the time of Pakistan’s creation when Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah suggested Pakistan as a secular 
state and he had to face huge opposition. Mr. Salim 
further stated that in 1973 Islam was declared the 
state religion.  No non-Muslim can be the head of 
state or speaker of the assemblies and senate. 
Forced religious conversions were also present in 
society but the state never felt the responsibility to 
address this issue and the media remained pro 
Muslim on this issue. In 1974, the Ahmedia Commu-
nity was declared non-Muslim. But the media did not 
highlight these issues. He said that a biased media 
policy could further heighten the conflict as it has 
done in the past. On the other hand, creating and 
maintaining social tranquility by projecting unbiased 
and truthful images of different societal segments 
could become a strong base for peace and pro-
gress. Print media in Pakistan, where it refers to 
Pakistan’s minority communities and their social life, 
was marred by problems of religious, communal, 
economic and gender-based prejudice resulting in 
false and partial reporting. He added that similarly, 
the international media’s onslaught against Islam, 
the projection of a negative image of Pakistan vis-à-
vis its minority communities, and the human rights 
situation in the country had also adversely affected 
Pakistan’s image. This had been caused by a hand-
ful of internal vested interest groups that had capital-
ised on the opportunity to fan ethnic and religious 
conflicts. 
       He quoted the concept of a “mercenary army” 
which played a vital role in state power dynamics. In 
the seventeenth century, the world was been domi-
nated by “muscle” where the state had strong 
“manpower” in the form of an army whose services 
were bought through “money”. With the advent of 
knowledge, science and technological knowhow, an-
other term had been added to the power axis: the 
“mind”. However, the concept of dominance in a na-
tion-state had taken a new shape in the twenty-first 
century. Now it was not just the old triad of muscle, 
money and mind, the “media” had also emerged as 
a prized new state tool to gain dominance, giving it 
an unparalleled power in statecraft, emphasized Mr. 
Salim, adding, this meant that the media could play 
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a decisive role in political, social and ideological re-
lations of state and peoples.  Recognising this piv-
otal role, media had the ability to form positive pub-
lic opinion that allowed Pakistan’s minority commu-
nities to enjoy equality as citizens. 
       Ms Ayesha Salman from SDPI opened the 
presentation by quoting from Martin Luther King, Jr. 
who once said, “Nonviolence is a powerful and just 
weapon, which cuts without wounding and ennobles 
the man who wields it. It is a sword that heals. Non-
violence means avoiding not only external physical 
violence but also internal violence of spirit. You not 
only refuse to shoot a man, but you refuse to hate 
him.” She made the point that violence was not only 
the physical manifestation of hatred, but that it 
stemmed from the way one thought and that the 
only way prejudices could be wiped out was if the 
mindset of people and perceptions could be 
changed. She then related the story of a woman 
(Zaib) who grew up in Pakistan and who had a Mus-
lim father and a Christian mother and she explained 
the different kinds of discrimination she faced be-
cause of her religious background throughout her 
life. Ms Salman used the case study of this woman 
whose life inspired her to write her first novel 
(forthcoming), to talk about the immense psycho-
logical and physical damage religious discrimination 
could have on an individual as it did on Zaib result-
ing in her suicide at the age of 52. In her childhood 
years she was incessantly teased and berated at 
school for being the product of a mixed religious 
background and she was repeatedly asked what 
her beliefs were, she was attacked physically and 
she was told she was a lesser human being be-
cause she had “dirty” blood. Ms Salman’s moving 
depiction of her life illustrated through various quo-
tations from excerpts taken from the novel aimed to 
personalize an issue that she felt may be in danger 
of becoming too “objectified”. She felt that despite 
the thousands of deaths that have taken place due 
to religious clashes many of us tend to become 
anesthetized to the issue. Ms Salman made the link 
between Zaib and so many others that suffer simply 
because they “are born in the wrong religion”, end-
ing her presentation with the words, “Ladies and 
gentlemen I will ask us to look within ourselves and 
ask the question, how many Zaibs do we give birth 
to everyday and how many do we kill - with a gun, a 
derogatory look, a gesture or simply a few choice 
words. Please let us stop what I call this 
‘demonization’ from growing, let us change the way 
that we think.”     
       Ms Urvashi Butalia from India presented some 
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recent writings from the subcontinent in English and 
in some of the local languages, to see how writers 
perceived and depicted the lives and concerns of 
not only religious minorities, but of others in the mar-
gins of society. She said that during partition, the mi-
norities faced severe discrimination and even de-
manded separate state as “Achhotistan”.  
       She also turned her attention to the 'difference' 
and the change that is wrought when people whose 
voices were otherwise marginalised, take on the 
power of the word and produced their own litera-
ture - how does such literature shape the self of the 
writer, how does it reach out to a wider readership, 
how does it change the very definition of literature 
itself, she questioned. She quoted the work of Dalit 
writers in India who had produced a unique blend of 
fiction and fact, and had often been labeled as 
'faction' - offering conventional literary definitions a 
new way of changing their boundaries.  
       Ms Humaira Ashfaq from the International Is-
lamic University, Islamabad, shared contributions of 
the writers from the minority community and also 
presented the problems they faced. Mostly, they 
faced discrimination not only for being part of a mi-
nority group but on the basis of gender as well. She 
shared the works of Joshua Fazluddin, Nasreen An-
jum Bhatti and Nazeer Qaisar from the Christian 
community, Bapsi Sidhwa from the Parsi commu-
nity, Sobho Gian Chandani, Vali Ram Vallabh and 
many others from the Hindu community, Raja 
Tiridev Roy from the Buddists of Pakistan, Dr. Sabir 
Afaqi and Professor Pritam Singh from the Bahai 
Community. 
       MNA Ms Marvi Memon proclaimed a jihad 
against religious intolerance in Pakistan and reiter-
ated. “We find massive discrimination and massive 
intolerance,” she lamented, adding “and definitely 
there is a huge area where the blasphemy laws are 
being misused.”  
       Ms Memon said that the Madina Accord was 
the essence of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and 
that parliamentarians had a responsibility to ensure 
that that the misuse of the blasphemy laws does not 
continue. “Anyone who has any courage to speak 
on this issue is shot down immediately,” she said, 
adding, “Whenever we want to talk about it we are 
told not to touch it. I do want to touch it.” 
       Ms Memon quoted Ayesha Salman by saying 
we must indeed consider the spread of religious in-
tolerance a “demonisation” that must be curbed. 
She added that (as in the case of Zaib) there have 
been hundreds of suicides related to religious dis-
crimination. Ms Memon added that ‘we will fight for 
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Blasphemy laws, examining it within the parliament, 
in the streets (if needed) and fight for public interest 
litigation’. When a question was raised that these 
may be her personal views but that her party did not 
share her views, she said that she was also trying 
to convince her party on these issues. 
       Discussion: Dr. Jennifer Bennett commented 
on the session saying that we need to work on dif-
ferent layers simultaneously to eliminate discrimina-
tion. She said that it was true that discrimination 
starts at the state level of the state even by calling 
the country, the “Islamic” Republic of Pakistan. She 
added that Blasphemy laws should be re-examined 
and ‘we should see  things as a country and as a 
nation in a unified manner’. Ms Tahira Abdullah em-
phasized on ensuring the rights of the people. Dr. 
Ayesha Siddiqa asked what would happen if people 
stopped reading literature and literature was treated 
as separate from politics? Ms Urvashi Butalia re-
sponded that literature could not be kept separate 
from politics, that the two would always be indelibly 
linked. Literature, she said, has the ability to leave 
its impacts on society as well as on politics. Dr. 
Masood Raja added that one could not have de-
mocracy without literature because it was literature, 
which prepares the mindset of people for change.  
Mr. Ahmed Salim added that discrimination was not 
only amongst religions but within Islam i.e. Shia and 
Sunny Deeniyat being taught in Pakistani schools. 
He added that derogatory terms were used for mi-
nority groups, such as people often use the term 
Essai for Christians, which should not be used be-
cause they are Maseehi. Moreover, he added that 
Blasphemy laws were made in the 1860s for the 
first time by the British government.  
       Dr. Lubna Chaudhry concluded the session by 
thanking everyone for valuable input to the session. 
 

Reported by Robina Gulnaz 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical Management for 
Sustainable Development and a Toxic Free 
Asia—Session I 
 
Chair: Prof. Uzaira Rafique, Fatimah Jinnah 
Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan   
Discussant: Dr. Rashid Karim, Professor, Islamic 
University, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Khuda Bakhsh, Department of Environmental 
and Resource Economics, University of Agriculture, 
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as civil society could help implement their pro-
grammes beyond the government’s own capacities, 
especially in Asia. Civil society provided the base-
line data, expertise, advocacy to foster accountabil-
ity, raising public awareness, effective information 
dissemination and formal and informal education at 
all levels. 
       Dr. Abubakirova Kalkash, Professor at the Uni-
versity of International Business, Almaty, Kazakh-
stan, talking about chemical management with ref-
erence to Kazakhstan said, “A significant portion of 
persistent organic pollutions (POPs) are found in 
pesticides, residues of which remain in the soil and 
plants for years. Industrial POPs are produced and 
used at the enterprises of energy generation, petro-
chemical and chemical industry.” She further added 
that air pollution was mainly caused by emissions 
from ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy, power en-
gineering, oil and gas industry and transportation.  
       Mr. Khuda Bakhsh from the Department of En-
vironmental and Resource Economics at the Uni-
versity of Agriculture, Faisalabad, Pakistan, pointed 
out that presently Pakistani farmers growing cotton 
were facing severe problems of water availability, 
disease and pest attacks. Farmers make intensive 
use of pesticides to protect cotton crops from pest 
attacks. Out of the total plant protection chemicals 
used in Pakistan, more than 58% were used in cot-
ton production. Historical data on pesticide con-
sumption in cotton showed that pesticide use was 
7955 M tons during 1975-76, which had increased 
many times over the years (54406 M tons during 
2006-70; recording an increase of 584%). This in-
tensive use was creating health and environmental 
problems. Pesticide applicators, farmers and cotton 
pickers suffered from pesticide residual effects. 
Studies indicated a substantial health cost to cotton 
pickers and other farm workers. Moreover, pesti-
cides also caused contamination of water, having 
adverse impacts on human and animal health. 
There was a dire need to introduce sustainable 
practices/varieties for sustainability of cotton pro-
duction, he stressed. 
       Discussion: Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, member 
Board of Governors, SDPI, commented that there 
had been an extensive growth of chemical usage in 
Pakistan. He emphasized that there was a need for 
regulating the use of chemicals and stressed the 
necessity for the formulation of a consumer protec-
tion body and the federal level. 
       Dr. Uzaira Rafiq, Chairperson, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, who was the chair for the session, con-

Faisalabad, Pakistan 
Prof. Ms Kalkash Abubakirova, Kazhastan, Univer-
sity of International Business, Almaty, Kazakhstan 
Panel Organiser: Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior 
Adviser, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial De-
velopment, Sustainable Development Policy Insti-
tute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       Chemical management was a prime problem 
being faced by governments in Asia. Over 50,000 
chemical substances with one million combinations 
were being used daily in agriculture, industries and 
houses. A strategic approach to International 
Chemical Management (SAICM) emphasized that 
strengthening knowledge and information, both for 
development as well as dissemination should be the 

main area of focus. Historical pollutions, stored 
wastes, growing toxic emissions from the stationary 
and movable sources represent enormous threat to 
the environment and people’s health. The system of 
state control over the environment and natural re-
sources management systems were still in the initial 
stages of development and require continuous im-
provement. These were some of the views ex-
pressed by the speakers in the session titled Ad-
vancing Sound Chemical Management for Sustain-
able Development and a Toxic Free Asia. 
       According to Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior 
Adviser, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial De-
velopment, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan, “Sound 
management of chemicals is essential if we are to 
achieve sustainable development, including the 
eradication of poverty and disease, the improvement 
of human health and the environment, and the ele-
vation and maintenance of the standard of living in 
countries at all levels of development.” 
       He also said that the importance of engaging 
major groups and stakeholders as partners had 
been gradually recognized by national governments 
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cluded by saying  “Reduction at source is the first 
way of control.” 
 

Reported by Anusha Sherazi 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical Management for 
Sustainable Development and a Toxic Free 
Asia – Session II 
 
Chair: Dr. Qasim Jan, Professor, University of Pe-
shawar, and, Member Board of Governors, Sustain-
able Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Paki-
stan   
Discussant: Prof. Imdad Ullah Mohammadzai, Insti-
tute of Chemical Sciences, Peshawar University, 
Peshawar, Pakistan   
Speakers: 
Ms Anjum Rasheed, Department of Environmental 
Sciences, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawal-
pindi, Pakistan 
Ms Asma Younas, Environmental Science Depart-
ment (ESD), Peshawar University, Peshawar, Paki-
stan 
Ms Fozia T. Minhas, Pakistan National Center of Ex-
cellence in Analytical Chemistry, University of Sindh, 
Jamshoro, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior 
Adviser, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial De-
velopment, Sustainable Development Policy Insti-
tute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       Dr. Qasim Jan started the session by appreciat-
ing the active participation of young researchers and 
Ph.D. students as the future belonged to the young 
generation. He requested the participants to ask as 
many questions as this was the best way to teach 
the young researchers and students. 
       Ms Anjum Rasheed, a Ph.D. scholar at the De-
partment of Environmental Sciences, Fatima Jinnah 
Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan, presented 
her paper titled “Toxicity evaluation of personal care 
products: Moving towards sound chemical manage-
ment in cosmetic industry”. In her paper she high-
lighted the usage of many carcinogenic, hormone-
disrupting and toxic chemicals used in the cosmetic 
industry. She stated that some chemicals used in 
personal care products such as cosmetics, sham-
poos and perfumes had harmful health effects and 
acted as endocrine disruptors and may cause obe-
sity and reproductive problems and developmental 
harm. Mineral oils were used in skin moisturisers, 
which could be contaminated with cancer causing 
PAHs. Fragrance used in personal care products 
could indicate the presence of up to 4,000 separate 
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ingredients of which many were toxic or carcino-
genic. Her research showed the usage of many car-
cinogenic, hormones-disrupting and toxic chemicals 
used in the cosmetic industry. 
       She asserted that there was a need to prepare 
a chemical management plan and regulations in the 
country so that some of the chemicals used in cos-
metics may be banned and other toxic chemicals be 
regulated depending upon the level of toxicity. 
       The import of the products that did not follow 
the regulations of chemical management must be 
banned. Urgent action was required in order to raise 
global awareness on the value of human health, 
which was more important as compared to the prof-
its that were made due to the sale of these harmful 
products. 
       Ms Asma Younas, a Ph.D student at the Envi-
ronmental Science Department (ESD), Peshawar 
University, Peshawar, Pakistan, was the next 
speaker to present her paper titled “Evaluation of 
activated carbon amendment for reclamation of a 
DDT contaminated site in Pakistan”. She is pres-
ently working on remediation strategies for the DDT 
polluted site in Nowshera, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
The DDT factory (which was functional from 1963-
1994) was officially closed but the production and 
the distribution of DDT polluted area of about 85 ha 
has soil contamination of up to 5,000 mg/kg in dry 
soil. She presented the environmental health prob-
lems to human beings and other living beings like 
carcinogen and bio accumulation in the food web 
effects the reproductive system caused due to DDT. 
To reduce DDT exposure to the environment and 
human being, this contamination had to be remedi-
ated as soon as possible. She emphasized on the 
remediation of the contaminated site by reclamation 
strategy with the activated charcoal. Activated char-
coal belonged to the black carbon category, which 
pulled highly toxic organic pollutants into sediments 
and soil by extremely efficient sorption. Activated 
charcoal had therefore proven to significantly re-
duce the bio availability of organic contaminants in 
solid matrices due to its high adsorption affinity, ca-
pacity and strength. Preliminary Tenax experiments 
showed a considerable reduction of DDT of the 
Tenax desorbable fraction in the GAC amended soil 
compared to the control soil. There was still further 
need of consideration of environmental factors like 
soil moisture and temperature before the remedia-
tion techniques can be put into practice. 
       Ms Fozia T. Minhas from the University of 
Sindh presented a case study titled “Removal of re-
sidual toxic metals for cleaner environment through 
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liquid membrane using calixarenes”. In this study, 
calixarene hexaester derivative had been proved to 
be a successful carrier for the transport of Lead Pb 
(II) through BLM at ambient temperature. The mass 
transfer of Pb(II) had been analysed on the basis of 
kinetic laws of two consecutive irreversible first order 
reactions. By fitting experimental data, the activation 
energy values for the extraction and re-extraction 
were found at 56.33 and 14.79 kJmol-1 respectively. 
These values demonstrated that Pb (II) diffusionally 
controlled the process. Also, the transport behaviour 
of Mercury Hg (II) from aqueous solution through a 
flat-sheet supported liquid membrane had been in-
vestigated by the use of calix. She suggested that the 
membrane technology could be employed in chemi-
cal industries by making some technical advance-
ment, for treating effluents using fewer amounts of 
expensive carriers, and for recovery of valuable prod-
ucts. 
        Discussion: Prof. Imdad Ullah Mohammadzai, 
Director, Institute of Chemical Sciences, Peshawar 
University, Peshawar, Pakistan, as a discussant, ap-
preciated organising of such a panel. The discussant 
said that the entire ecosystem is loaded with chemi-
cals and ‘we are born with chemicals and go to grave 
with the chemicals’, he said. There are economic and 
social benefits of the chemicals but on the other hand 
the problems due to chemicals were global not local. 
For instance the CFCs were being produced some-
where else, consumed at another place but affecting 
the ozone hole at yet another place. The solution to 
these problems was to create awareness, reduce 
consumption and conduct research. “We do need a 
sound chemical management system which is the 
need of the hour,” he emphasized. He commented 
that Activated Charcoal Technology should be repli-
cated for the extraction of other hazardous chemicals 
too. 
        Dr. Qasim Jan, chair of the session, pointed out 
that ‘surma’ commonly used to put in the eyes had 
Lead Sulphide and Antimony Sulfide was made lo-
cally and was banned in North America. Moreover, in 
the same way HgS Mercury Sulphide used in 
‘sindoor’ was a reason for rapid grey hair.  
        While responding to a question from a partici-
pant, Ms Anjum Rasheed stated that there was no 
standard of cosmetic chemicals. She explained that 
her study was not based on laboratory analysis but 
was an assessment of the types of ingredients found 
in cosmetics and then compared with the toxic 
chemicals that are banned or proven carcinogens. 
Dr. Uzaira Rafique from the Fatima Jinnah Women 
University supported her answer and said that there 

were no standards available for cosmetics and that 
they analysed the concentration of different ingredi-
ents and which were toxic and hazardous for human 
health. Prof. Imdad Ullah Mohammadzai suggested 
that a standard was needed to compare chemicals in 
cosmetics. 
        Another participant asked about the side effects 
of hair colour as these were in abundant use. Ms An-
jum Rasheed said that most of the hair colours had 
lead acetate and which affected the central nervous 
system. The chair suggested that henna used for col-
ouring hair should also be analysed as its rich red 
colour must have some chemicals in it. 
Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja added that he specifically 
arranged this particular session for the university re-
search students. He commented that  Ms Anjum 
Rasheed’s work was basically an awareness raising 
work and it would lead to a stage where there would 
be the reduction in the use of the chemicals. He said 
the Ms Asma Younas’ work would be a step towards 
the remediation of so many contaminated sites in 
Asia. The reclamation of land would be a blessing for 
the people whose livelihood depends on agriculture, 
he said. Dr. Khwaja further said that in the same way, 
Ms Fouzia Minhas’ research addressed the removal 
of heavy metals. If the bench scale laboratories or 
pilot scale remained successful, it would help in re-
moving the other chemicals too. 
        In the end, the chair thanked the speakers for 
sharing their knowledge and the participants for add-
ing their valuable comments during the session.  
 

Reported by Farzana Yasmin 
 
Floods and Disaster Preparedness in Pakistan: 
Regional Solution to National Problems 
 
Chair: Mr. Naseer Memon, Strengthening Participa-
tory Organization (SPO), Islamabad, Pakistan   
Discussant: Mr. Navid Ahmad, Media Analyst, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan  
Speakers:  
Dr. Edward Gonzalez, USAID, Lahore, Pakistan 
Ms Huda Sarfraz, University of Engineering and 
Technology, Lahore, Pakistan 
Mr. Sanaullah Rustamani,  Hyderabad, Pakistan 
Ms Javeriya Hasan, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Ms Nazima Shaheen, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Paksitan 
        Mr. Naseer Memon, Strengthening Participatory 
Organization (SPO), chaired the panel on Floods and 
Disaster Preparedness: Regional Solution to National 

8 

Thirteenth SDC Special Bulletin 



9 

including construction of low cost houses, plots, wa-
tan cards and new infrastructure. He emphasized pri-
oritising the reconstruction of damaged infrastruc-
ture. He also proposed that because of loss of land 
and other assets, the government should provide 
free seeds and other agricultural inputs to farmers. 
Landlords also owned the catchments area of the 
River Indus, called the Katcha area. Usually, they 
constructed their own embankments to irrigate the 
river land, ultimately weakening the official embank-
ments of the river. He said, those types of illegal en-
croachments should be demolished. He also sug-
gested pumping out standing water immediately. He 
recommended that the authorities should repair the 
damaged irrigation system. Moreover, he pointed out 
there was also a need to strictly monitor the dam-
aged points especially during the monsoon season. 
Another suggestion was to initiate a joint venture be-
tween the forest and irrigation departments to grow 
more trees. Stone pitching at vulnerable points of 
embankments could be another option to lessen the 
damage.  
       Ms Javeriya Hasan from the SDPI gave a pres-
entation on “Sustainable Flood Management Strat-
egy for Pakistan”. She highlighted that there was a 
dire need to focus on structural measures to avoid 
the institutional failures witnessed during the recent 
floods. According to her, the role of the Federal 
Flood Commission was important in this regard. She 
also stressed on the paradigm shift from disaster 
management to disaster risk reduction. Moreover, 
she said that efforts were required for climate change 
impact assessment and investing in communities for 
adaptation. According to her, the main causes of the 
2010 flood were watershed in the catchments area, 
deforestation, absence of demarcation/flood zoning, 
incompetence, inadequate embankment designs, in-
stitutional failure, absence of dams and flood man-
agement policy. The flood zoning could be done by 
considering the flood route, demarcation and settle-
ments. She proposed that in order to improve the 
flood management policy, there was a need to focus 
on structural measures i.e., construction of dams and 
non-structural measures including the reforestation 
and watershed management. A win-win solution 
would be to build dams for cheap and renewable en-
ergy, water storage, flood mitigation, irrigation, which 
would in turn decrease the vulnerability of down-
stream regions. Flood zoning was another way for-
ward besides reforestation. In addition, she also rec-
ommended the preservation of Himalayan glaciers, 
demilitarisation of Siachen by the Indian and Paki-
stani Armies and joint watershed management in 

Problems on December 21, 2010 at the Conference.  
       While presenting a paper on “Pakistan at a criti-
cal juncture: How an Integrated Community-led Re-
construction Model (ICRM), can help promote de-
mocratic culture and institutions in Pakistan”, Dr. Ed-
ward Gonzales from the USAID said that by adopting 
the ICRM, Pakistan could promote democratic partici-
pation, increase transparency and accountability 
mechanisms, thus directly addressing the pervasive 
perception of government corruption. In this way, he 
said, not only can the physical infrastructure be built 
but also the social infrastructure, by influencing the 
flood reconstruction efforts through ensuring more 
democracy and transparency. He expressed his opin-
ion that different sectors had shown a high level of 
scepticism regarding the capability of government to 
handle the flood situation. Dr. Gonzales said that the 
ICRM could be seen as the right approach to reduce 
public scepticism besides helping in the promotion of 
a democratic culture and social cohesion through 
providing a joint platform for interaction of local peo-
ple, private sector, civil society and government insti-
tutions. This platform could increase the efficiency of 
re-construction efforts through open communication 
and constructive and democratic community dia-
logue.  
       Ms Huda Sarfraz from the University of Engi-
neering and Technology presented her research 
study on “Technology preparedness for disseminat-
ing flood relief and rehabilitation information to local 
stakeholders online”. She recommended that there 
was a need to localise flood related information in 
terms of language so that it could be disseminated to 
relevant stakeholders more effectively. She proposed 
the use of mobile phones for this purpose due to the 
rapid increased use of mobile phones in recent years. 
She said that Information and Communication Tech-
nologies (ICTs) were usually deployed in the English 
language while the use of local languages would in-
crease accessibility and reach out to a much wider 
audience. This was the main thought behind develop-
ing the Punjab Flood Relief and Rehabilitation Web-
site with her team. She explained that the site gave 
information regarding statistics on infrastructure, 
roads and livestock damages. Besides this, the web-
site also provided information on relief and rehabilita-
tion. This information was also available through set-
ting interactive portals on the website.  
       Mr. Sanaullah Rustamani, a journalist from Sindh 
province, presented his views on “Floods in Sindh: 
Analysis of missing links in the pre- and post-flood 
scenario”. He said that the government should focus 
on the compensations announced for flood affectees 
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Jammu and Kashmir by the governments of India 
and Pakistan.  
       Mr. Navid Ahmad, Media Analyst, presented his 
views as the discussant of the panel. He shared the 
view that there was a need to focus on systematic 
registration of land records, as the existing system of 
land registration lay with the Patwaris, which could be 
traced through NADRA. Another compulsion for pro-
vision of compensation by the government was to 
have Computerized National Identity Cards but 
around 33% of the flood affectees were not regis-
tered with NADRA yet, so they could not be benefici-
aries until their registration was done. Moreover, 
there was a need to focus on compensations for the 
agriculture sector regarding the loss of crops and 
also seeds for growing new crops. Otherwise about 
15% of food shortages could occur in Southern Pun-
jab. Another requirement was to focus on drawing up 
a proper record of the number of people that died due 
to the floods. According to him, the district govern-
ment did not play any serious role during the recent 
floods, instead the officials were more focused on 
dealing with foreign delegates and politicians. Simi-
larly, there was no strong pressure from the civil soci-
ety organizations and the media.   
       During the question-answer session, one of the 
participants highlighted the fact that big dams were 
not a sustainable way forward especially if environ-
mental impacts and ecosystem damage were consid-
ered.  
       While concluding the session, the chair said that 
climate change was a serious issue and reflected the 
worst floods that have been experienced in Paki-
stan’s history. He made a number of points including 
the following. The situation became worse due to lack 
of a proper early warning system for floods in the af-
fected areas. The dams could be a better option to 
control such a massive flood but controversies asso-
ciated with building the dams were very old in Paki-
stan and had not been resolved. Perhaps the focus 
would have to be on non-controversial dams instead 
of controversial ones. Another possible way forward 
would to be to focus on rehabilitation and policy trade 
offs. 
  

Reported by Nazima Shaheen 
 
The Water and Sanitation  
Challenge in South Asia—Session I 
 
Chair: Mr. Arif Hassan, Chairman, Urban Resources 
Center, Karachi, Pakistan 
Discussants:  Mr. Nazeer Ahmed, Sindh Irrigation 
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and Drainage Authority, Pakistan; and, Ms Rizwana 
Kausar, UN Habitat Islamabad 
Speakers: 
Dr. Ahmed Nawaz Hakro, University of Nizwa, Sul-
tanate of Oman 
Mr. Dibalok Singha, Dushtha Shasthya Kendra 
(DSK), Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Mr. Faisal Shaheen, Municipality of Toronto, Toronto, 
Canada 
Panel Organisers: Water Aid and SDPI 
       The two panels on The Water and Sanitation 
Challenge in South Asia were organised by SDPI in 
collaboration with Water Aid Asia. 
       Lack of water and sanitation facilities directly 
contributed to some of the essential dimensions of 
poverty, such as health, education, gender and so-
cial inclusion, and income/consumption. There have 
been some significant developments in increasing 
the access to water and sanitation in Pakistan over 
the last decades. Access to water increased from 
86% in 1990 to 90% in 2006 and access to sanitation 
from 33% in 1990 to 58% in 2006. However, water 
and sanitation in Pakistan were still surrounded by 
the issues of poor quality of service, poor cost recov-
ery, poor maintenance, low levels of tariff, lack of effi-
ciency, poor quality of drinking water and sanitation 
facilities. All of this leads to the outbreak of ever-
increasing waterborne diseases, adding to the al-
ready existing state of poverty. The incidence of ill 
health also reduced the chances of schooling for the 
poor. Thus lack of water and sanitation directly con-
tributef to multiple dimensions of poverty. Such a 
strong nexus demanded for integrated poverty alle-
viation programmes in Pakistan. These were the 
views expressed by Dr. Ahmad Nawaz Hakro, of 
University of Nizwa, Sultanate of Oman, during his 
presentation in the panel titled The Water and Sani-
tation Challenge in South Asia. He highlighted that 
various “programmes for all” need to consider who is 
benefiting the most from such programmes. An ap-
propriate policy response needed to evaluate the al-
ternative policy options.   
       The second speaker, Dr. Dibalok Singha, a 
Dhaka-based public health expert, highlighted that 
alternative service delivery mechanisms, and dy-
namic organisational arrangements led by the poor 
could increase the access of poor and slum dwellers 
to water services. Sharing his experience, he told the 
audience that building upon the willingness to pay, 
the Dhaka WASA was convinced to extend its ser-
vices to slum dwellers in a win-win situation and the 
water services were available at the door steps of 
the poor.  
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       Speaking about the comparative approaches to 
efficient storm water management, Mr. Faisal Haq 
Shaheen from the Ryerson University, presented 
various policy options. He emphasized upon the in-
tegrated approaches to deal with the inter-linked is-
sues of water services, solid waste management 
and storm water such as floods, with greater com-
munity involvement. He provided global North-South 
comparison of strategies to deal with the issue of 
storm water management. Taking the case of South 
Asia, he talked about the largest concentration of 
meta cities along with highest concentration of sea-
sonal precipitation. While the resources lie at the na-
tional level, responsibilities are concentrated at the 
municipal level, he stated. The case for storm water 
management becomes complicated since it was 
closely interlinked with solid waste, water and sani-
tation, public health and transportation in the context 
of massive urbanisation in the region. A systematic 
management of storm water would entail proper col-
lection, retention, detention, conservation and reuse 
or introduction to source. Storm water management 
was based upon storm water utility and storm water 
communities. Storm water utility was based upon: a) 
proactive engineered detention/retention solutions, 
and b) outreach and customer relations. In global 
North, storm water utility is based upon proactive re-
tention and drainage solutions whereas, in South, it 
is based at reactive retention and drainage solu-
tions. Similarly, billing considerations were well 
managed in North, depending upon the usage and 
contribution of surface water, and design of the 
building. On the other hand, in the South, billing was 
not well managed; industrial, commercial and institu-
tional users were heavily charged and residential 
users had flat rates instead of metered ones. There 
were also North-South differences on storm water 
communities that consisted of NGOs and CBOs. 
The level of state-community engagement in South 
was also ad hoc and typically seen as monsoon 
season pump allocations and deployment. For effi-
cient solid waste management, it needed to involve 
advocacy and education of communities to collect 
rainwater, build low cost sanitation communities and 
increased engagement of community to manage 
watersheds. Policy implications of this North-South 
for countries like Pakistan were as follows: a) a 
strong partnership between WASA and storm water 
management authorities for urban areas and be-
tween provincial and development authorities for 
peri-urban areas; b) involvement of community 
groups and civil society organisations for monitoring 
and severe weather event management; and c) ad-
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vocacy and research focusing upon municipal 
WASA in partnership with all stakeholders.  
       Discussion: Dr. Arif Hassan, an eminent 
economist, highlighted that service delivery failure 
was not the lack of funding alone, it was rather the 
lack of capacity of departments to implement vari-
ous policies. Therefore, any policy needed to start 
with realisation of the limitations of institutions. This 
created a need for active role to be played by the 
civil society organisations. He also highlighted the 
need for generating resources through appropriate 
taxation to fund service provision since most of the 
tax rates in South Asian countries were very low.    
       Mr. Nazeer Ahmad from the Sind Irrigation and 
Drainage Authority re-emphasized the recommen-
dations presented by the speakers. Ms Rizwana 
Kausar highlighted that WATSAN needed to be 
considered as a basic human right and those ne-
glected needed to be prioritized.  
       The presentations were followed by a vibrant 
discussion on issues raised by speakers and sev-
eral questions were raised by the audience, which 
were then addressed by the panel.  
 

Reported by Arif Naveed 
 
The Water and Sanitation  
Challenge in South Asia—Session II 
 
Chair: Mr. Ayub Qutub, Pakistan Institute of Envi-
ronment and Development Research, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
Discussants: Mr. Abdul Hafeez, Policy & Advo-
cacy, WaterAid, Islamabad, Pakistan; Mr. Irfan 
Tariq, Director Ministry of Environment Pakistan; 
and, Dr. Dibalok Singha, DSK, Bangladesh 
Panel Organisers: WaterAid and SDPI 
Speakers: 
Mr. Badiul Alam Majumdar, The Hunger Project, 
Bangladesh 
Mr. Shamim Ahmed, WaterAid, Bangladesh (paper 
presented in absentia) 
Mr. Munawar Hasan, WaterAid, Pakistan 
       The second session commenced with Mr. 
Badiul Alam’s presentation. He began by emphasiz-
ing the right of every individual to safe drinking wa-
ter and good sanitation facilities. Talking about 
Bangladesh he said that inadequate access to safe 
water and sanitation facilities, along with poor sani-
tation practices kill thousands of children every year 
from diarrhoea, cholera, typhoid and other water-
borne diseases. He added, diarrhoea alone kills ap-
proximately a quarter of a million Bangladeshi chil-
dren every year. Citing several examples of inter-
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ventions made by the government and local NGOs 
to solve this issue, he came to the conclusion that 
the most viable way forward is a “social mobilisa-
tion approach”. This approach would ensure that 
the people themselves would share ownership as 
part of the solution of the problem. He said that al-
though this approach was new, it would also be the 
most cost-effective and enduring. He explained the 
steps, which were to first mobilise Union Parishads 
and then a number of volunteers. The volunteers 
then mobilise the people to address not only water 
and sanitation problems, but also good hygienic 
practices. They also address ways to improve the 
overall quality of life, as demonstrated through the 

formation of self-help groups, increased income 
earning opportunities and so on. He added that the 
important assumption behind this volunteer-based 
approach was that since poverty is a multi-
dimensional problem, its solution also required 
multi-dimensional interventions addressing as 
many problems as possible simultaneously. Dr. 
Badiul Alam said that the experiment began in 
2008 and was being carried out in partnership with 
the Hygiene, Sanitation and Water Supply 
(HYSAWA) Fund, a statutory company formed with 
the support of the Government of Bangladesh and 
the Government of Denmark. 
       His recommendations were followed by Mr. 
Shamim Ahmed’s presentation, which was pre-
sented by another speaker in absentia. The first 
point that was made was that although there had 
been large investments in the Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene (WaSH) sector, the coverage had not 
been extensive enough. The speaker added that 
WaSH did not only refer to someone’s right to exis-
tence, it also ensured maintaining human dignity. 
With regard to improved water sources, he said 
that Bangladesh had achieved its target, however, 
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in the case of sanitation, only 54% of the popula-
tion was using improved sanitation facilities 
whereas it was 39% in the base year 1990/91. He 
added that one of the biggest problems was con-
tamination of arsenic, which could still be found in 
water samples and alternative approaches like 
rainwater harvesting had not been adopted. He 
added that Mr. Ahmed’s paper would further elabo-
rate on the various issues facing Bangladesh with 
regard to water and sanitation facilities and that it 
would give several recommendations for improve-
ments. 
       The last speaker, Mr. Munawar Hasan, refer-
ring to Pakistan, said that it was water scarce re-
gion that had also become a water stressed zone. 
He said that it was estimated that the available wa-
ter per capita would decrease to less than 850 li-
tres by year 2020. Turning his focus to then region 
of Tharparkar in the province of Sindh, he said that 
it was one of the most water stressed regions in 
Pakistan and that ground water in that area was 
highly contaminated with high levels of fluoride, ar-
senic, salts and other hazardous chemical and bio-
logical elements. Traditionally the people of Thar-
parkar had relied on rainwater for consumption, but 
he added that little attention had so far been given 
to exploring options of maximum utilisation of the 
available rainwater. 
       In order to alleviate water shortage problems 
and health hazards caused by contaminated water, 
a Rain Water Harvesting (RWH) project was car-
ried out by WaterAid in village Dedh Sarh near 
Mithi, Thar. To store adequate rainwater, various 
options including lining of tarais (natural earthen 
ponds), construction of underground tanks of vary-
ing sizes and rooftop RWHs were considered. The 
construction of these structures implied local/
indigenous knowledge as well as modern engi-
neering designs and materials. He explained that 
low cost water filtration systems were promoted to 
raise the safety level of harvested water to accept-
able standards. He added that his paper would ex-
amine the efficacy and adoptability of this RWH 
system from a more socio-economic perspective 
and discuss the changes observed in the lives of 
village people as well as new arenas for further ad-
vocacy and exploring other such options for differ-
ent parts of Thar as well as other arid regions of 
the country. 
       The presentations were followed by a lively 
debate and discussion. 
 

Reported by Ayesha Salman 
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Peace and Sustainable Development: The Role 
of Think Tanks  
 
Moderator: Dr. Adil Najam, The Frederick S. Par-
dee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Fu-
ture, Professor, Department of International Rela-
tions; and, Department of Geography and Environ-
ment, Boston University, USA 
 
Participants of the brainstorming session:  
Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, SDPI, Islamabad; Dr. Jennifer Bennett, 
Consultant, Islamabad; Dr. Khalida Ghaus, Social Policy 
Development Centre, Karachi; Dr. Stephen McGurk, 
IDRC, India; Mr. Ali Saleem, SFCG, Islamabad; Ms 
Priyanthi Fernando, Centre for Poverty Analysis, (CPA), 
Sri Lanka; Mr. Khadim Hussain, Pakistan; Dr. Avainsh 
Kumar, Management Development, Gurgaon India; Ms 
Rehana Raza; Open Society Foundation/LUMS, Lahore; 
Dr. Kaveri Gill, IDRC, India; Dr. S. Akbar Zaidi, 
Economist, Karachi; Mr. Omar R. Kureishi, Express 
Tribune; Mr. Tahir Dhindsa, SDPI; Ms Kiran Peter, 
Search for Common Ground Pakistan, Islamabad; Dr. 
Sania Nishtar, Heartfile, Islamabad; Dr.  Tariq Banuri, 
UN, New York; Ms Maha Khalid, Lahore; Dr. Sara 
Ahmed, IDRC, India; Mr. Imtiaz Gul, CRSS, Islamabad; 
Mr. Saleem Ahmad, Hujra, Swat; Mr. S. Umar Shah, 
Hujra, Swat; Dr. Mansoor Wassem, Civil Servant, 
Pakistan; Ms Afshan Ahmed, SDPI, Islamabad; Mr. Tariq 
Amjad, Al Muakhat Forum, Pakistan; Mr. Sajjad Ali, IRSP, 
Mardan; Mr. Altaf, IRSP, Pakistan; Mr. Qasim Shah, 
SDPI, Islamabad; Mr. Talimand Khan, SDPI, Islamabad; 
Mr. Abdul Nawaz Hakro, University of Nizwa, Oman; Dr. 
Dr. Talat Mehmud, WZB, Germany; Ms Javeriya Hasan, 
SDPI, Islamabad; Chaudhry Zubair, Zee Constructions; 
Mr. Irfan Mirza, Pakistani Leaders Online, Pakistan; Ms 
Sehar Tariq, Jinnah Institute, Pakistan; Dr. Nuzrat Yar 
Khan, G.C. University, Lahore; Ms Anifa Khalid, MPA 
PML-N, Pakistan; Dr. Rashid Amjad, PIDE, Islamabad; 
Mr. Faisal Shaheen, Ryerson University, Canada; Dr. 
Rashid A. Khan, University of Sargodha, Pakistan; Ms 
Mome Salim, SDPI, Islamabad. 

Discussion: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri began the 
brainstorming session by explaining the objectives 
of the session titled Peace and Sustainable Devel-
opment: The Role of Think Tanks. He emphasized 
the need to understand the role that the think tanks 
in South Asia can play in order to foster peace and 
sustainable development in the region; the prerequi-
sites for such a role; and, how to get the voices of 
think tanks heard. Dr. Adil Najam acted as the mod-
erator of the session. 

The proceedings kicked off with a discussion 
on what could be termed as a policy think tank.  The 
audience agreed that while a think tank may be in-
dependent, apolitical, political, partisan, governmen-
tal, or non-governmental, the focus of discussion 
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should be on independent institutions carrying out 
empirical and impartial research playing the role of 
policy influencer. Dr. S. Akbar Zaidi was requested 
by the moderator to provide a brief history of the 
growth of think tanks in Pakistan. His observation 
was that there had been an unusual proliferation of 
“think tanks” in Pakistan during the last two dec-
ades, most of which had been initiated by interna-
tional donors, partly to fill the vacuum of “anti-
establishment” research by the academia.  Accord-
ing to Dr. Zaidi, until a few decades ago, research 
and academia were closely linked. Due to the de-
pendency on public funding, academic institutions 
stopped producing independent research and fo-
cused more on teaching. This was the point of de-
parture when researchers started associating them-
selves with other research-based (non-degree 
granting) institutions. Many top-notch economists of 
the country joined the IMF or World Bank and there 
was a serious brain drain. None of the governments 
(military or civilian) were willing to support inde-
pendent voices and independent research institutes 
(read as think tanks). Hence, these newly estab-
lished think tanks started working under the influ-
ence of international donors. Dr. Zaidi’s comments 

raised the question and concern about the inde-
pendence of research. 

Various representatives from the research 
think tanks were asked to present their views about 
the extent to which they could maintain their inde-
pendence. It was agreed that the think tanks were 
not homogenous entities yet their supply side prob-
lems were common. There was a consensus 
among participants on the lack of sustainable 
source of funding to ensure the autonomy and inde-
pendence of a think tank. It was also pointed out 
that during the last 20 years, largely on account of 
geopolitical issues and domestic crisis, donors had 
manipulated what was to be researched on in South 
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 In Retrospect 

Asia. 
Dr. Nuzrat Khan from the G.C. University, La-

hore, raised the question of achieving a possible vi-
sion for South Asia for collaborative research and 
policy advice. He also reminded the audience to find 
indigenous solutions to challenges facing South 
Asia. 

A representative from the Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics while talking about re-
gional initiatives in South Asia termed such initia-
tives as non-sustainable and funding driven. He 
pointed out that very few regional level thank tank 
initiatives could survive, as it was difficult to reflect 
on behalf of the region (macro level), while ignoring 
the individual context of the country. “There is no 
collective policy agenda setting at the regional level 
on issues such as climate change, food security, 
etc. In the absence of any regional policy outlines, 
very few issues can be taken up as regional issues”, 
he maintained.  

A concern was highlighted that all known re-
ports were issued under the umbrella of interna-
tional donors resulting in the absence of domestic 
ownership on such research. Ms Priyanthi Fernando 
shared that socio-political and socio-economic cir-
cumstances were never conducive in Sri Lanka for 
proliferation of think tanks in that country. She also 
informed the participants that there were very few 
think tanks in Sri Lanka at the moment as there was 
a resource constraint for non-university think tanks 
to carry out research.  

Ms Sehar Tariq referred to the existing con-
straints with reference to the supply of human re-
source. She said that youth should be attracted to 
think tanks and the issue of brain drain should be 
resolved through some incentive plan. 

Dr. Dr. Talat Mahmud from a German think 
tank shared the German model where the state pro-
vided funds for think tanks (both partisan and non-
partisan) and gave due importance to research find-
ings for making research-based policies. He also 
emphasized that policy research impact should be 
assessed through some tangible indicators.  

Dr. Adil Najam shared his viewpoint that insti-
tutes with great ideas can address funding con-
straints. The real challenge for a think tank was to 
inspire and to come up with great ideas and then 
work on these. He also added that policy making 
was not a unitary model.  

Dr. Tariq Banuri was of the opinion that na-
tional and regional level collaboration could be taken 
up based on great ideas. He emphasized that donor 
driven philosophy was an excuse for those who did 

not have original and novel ideas to work on. He 
opined that think tanks were effective and their justi-
fication to exist remained as long as they were pro-
ducing innovative ideas and solutions.  

Mr. Moeed Yusuf from the USIP brought up 
the question of acknowledgment of regional initia-
tives. He was of the opinion that most of the regional 
initiatives were recognized as individual institute’s 
initiatives. However, Dr. Banuri mentioned some 
successful regional initiatives such as the Trade and 
Knowledge Network, regional alliances on WTO and 
climate change, etc. 

Dr. Sania Nishter emphasized that there was 
a need to develop an orientation of a national frame-
work that supports research. There is a clear need 
for an evidence based divide and political expedi-
ency in order to be fully functional as a think tank. 

Mr. Daniyal Aziz shared his experiences as 
Pakistan’s former federal minister and highlighted 
that the cabinet used to refer to policies in 
neighbouring countries to support its initiatives. 
Similarly cabinet members used to learn from re-
gional policies in order to find solutions for problems 
facing Pakistan. His thesis was that policy makers 
do appreciate evidence-based recommendations 
emerging from regional experiences, and thus there 
was space for independent research on regional 
agendas. He mentioned that Pakistan could have 
learned from regional experiences on VAT to build a 
national consensus around implementation of re-
formed general sales tax. He said that there was a 
need for similarities to be transcended. 

Dr. Avanish Kumar highlighted the concern 
about sustainability of knowledge created and pack-
aged for its users at various levels and asked re-
gional think tanks to adapt a collective approach for 
sustainable knowledge generation and dissemina-
tion. 

Dr. Kaveri Gill from the IDRC, India, raised the 
issue of measuring the policy dent created by vari-
ous think tanks. She inquired about the type of tools 
or methods think tanks used to gauge policy impact. 
It was realised that effective tools and techniques to 
measure the policy dent by various think tanks were 
lacking in this region. 

Dr. Khalida Ghuas highlighted the need for re-
search collaboration at local and domestic levels. 
She also emphasized the importance of domestic 
networking and resource mobilisation. 

Mr. Faisal Shaheen pointed out the relevancy 
questions of research with respect to national and 
district level governments and suggested that effec-
tive policy think tanks should be able to provide pol-
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icy advice to local governments. 
Dr. Jennifer Bennett shared her concerns 

about changing the orientation of youth from a job 
driven mindset to an intellectual mindset. 

Dr. Stephen McGurk from the IDRC, India, 
shared the fact that South Asian think tanks were 
highly effective and had the highest record of influ-
encing policy through evidence-based research 
when compared with Latin America and Africa. He 
shared that the African region was running on a con-
sultancy model. In his opinion, in South Asia, re-
search produced was given due importance by vari-
ous stakeholders including civil servants, parliamen-
tarians, media, etc. He suggested that trust building 
between institutions should be carried out for knowl-
edge creation and a fruitful exchange of ideas.  

 
Reported by Afshan Ahmed and Javeriya Hasan 

 
Climate Change: A Security Risk? The Case of 
South Asia 
 
Chair:  Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, Member Board of 
Governors, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan  
Discussant:  Dr. Aurangzeb, Chief of Environment, 
Planning Commission, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers:Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, SDPI, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
Dr. Aneel Salman, Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute 
(GIKI) of Science and Technology, Topi, Pakistan 
(Paper presented in absentia by Mr. Wali Jamali) 
Mr. Kiran Maharjan, NCCR (Swiss National Center 
of Competence), Nepal 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       The speakers, Mr. Shakeel Ramay from SDPI, 
Mr. Kiran Maharjan from NCCR, Nepal, and Mr. 
Wali Jamali (who presented Dr. Aneel Salman’s pa-
per) covered the security threats of South Asia with 
an emphasis on global aspects of climate change. 
Mr. Ramay analysed the multifaceted challenges 
and vulnerability picture of South Asia where 10 out 
of 35 food insecure countries consisted of 229 mil-
lion food insecure individuals with decreasing rate of 
water availability. He linked vulnerability with liveli-
hood for South Asia where population was esti-
mated to reach 2.3 billion by 2050 at the present 
growth rate. He highlighted the picture that South 
Asia would be having a big challenge of food secu-
rity due to climate change as out of 35 food insecure 
countries, 21 fell in South Africa, and the remaining 
14 in South Asia with 229 million food insecure indi-
viduals including 77% population of Pakistan and 
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85% of India living in rural areas where water avail-
ability was decreasing day by day in South Asia.  
        While presenting Dr. Aneel’s Salman’s paper 
based on case studies carried out in villages of 
Sindh province, i.e. Kali Bunder, Bhoori, Tippun and 
Haji Musa, Mr. Wali Jamali highlighted that environ-
mental security threats were due to climate change 
while the role of formal and informal institution for 
environment in Pakistan was not commendable. He 
pointed that ethnic conflicts in the research areas 
were a threat to human security and supported that 
these arose as a result of climatic changes. He 
added that migration as a key factor could take 
place due to environmental security threat. As a 
matter of fact, in 1992, migration took place due to 
high risk of cyclone in the research area. He sup-
ported his work with the legal declarations by the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan that environmental is-

sues were fundamental. There was no judicial 
mechanism yet fully functional in Pakistan to ad-
dress the need of environmental issues in Pakistan. 
While rules and regulations were in existence, there 
was no proper implementation, he stated. He used 
the local term of Goth Kath (informal institute) for 
judicial mechanism at the village level. It could play 
a vital role in decision making in rural areas of 
Sindh. He recommended relying on the ability of hu-
man institutions, adaptation response, and institu-
tional and livelihood framework. He also recom-
mended that there was a dire need to harmonise 
the state water and fishing policies.  
        Mr. Kiran Maharjan explored the links between 
climate change and flood disasters in Nepal with 
vulnerability factors towards disasters by analysing 
the role of entitlements and covered climate change 
impacts on natural entitlements with two case stud-
ies on flood. He stressed that the entitlement failure 
was not always responsible for shrinking livelihoods 
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but entitlement collapse due to disasters also cre-
ated havoc making recovery impossible. There had 
been an increase in mean precipitation (6.49 to 7.2 
mm) and decrease in the number of precipitation 
days according to his analysis of precipitation pat-
terns based on evidence of sporadic high intensity 
precipitations. Through his research work, he also 
highlighted that Nepal was a disaster prone country 
where migration ratio compared to other countries 
like India and the Gulf was very low like 5.4% and 
did not receive regular rainfall. The main occupa-
tions in Nepal were agriculture 55.36% and labour 
18.75% and where no one was interested in sharing 
their crops with others. He recommended the urgent 
need of adopting sustainable development strate-
gies to cope with climate change for peace and se-
curity. 
       Discussion: The papers were discussed by Dr. 
Aurangzeb, Chief of Environment, Planning Com-
mission of Pakistan, while highlighting the impor-
tance of adaptation for the potential threats of cli-
mate change. Dr. Aurangzeb highlighted that SDPI 
provided a good forum to discuss climate change 
concerns and other peace and sustainable develop-
ment issues. He was of the view that the topics cov-
ered were the need of the hour upon which practical 
measures were required to meet the global chal-
lenge of climate change. He stressed that a compre-
hensive response strategy was required especially 
for South Asia. 
       Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel discussed that climate 
change was a global phenomenon for security con-
cerns in terms of vulnerability of livelihoods because 
of increased level of drought or floods, hurricanes 
and windstorms for which global disaster profile had 
become critical. Mr. Kakakhel urged the need for 
combating climate change as everybody's job and 
provided an overview on Earth Summit 1992 that 
the developing countries were not responsible for 
climate change and had the right to keep on devel-
oping while the developed nations would provide fi-
nancial support for climate change under article 4 of 
the convention concerned. The adaptation and miti-
gation were both important complementing parts for 
the reduction of global livelihoods' susceptibility. 

 
Reported by Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal 

 
Responding to Climate Change in South Asia 
 
Chair:  Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad, Minister for State, Adviser 
to PM on Science and Technology, Former Chair-
man Atomic Energy, Islamabad, Pakistan 

16 

Discussant:  Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, SDPI, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Ms Anusha Sherazi, Sustainable Development Pol-
icy Institute, Islamabad Pakistan  
Ms Javeriya Hasan, Sustainable Development Pol-
icy Institute, Islamabad Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       The first speaker, Ms Anusha Sherazi, high-
lighted the importance and potential impact of cli-
mate change on natural resources and population. 
She sketched a picture of temperature variations in 
Pakistan over the last three decades with a strong 
link established to changing patterns due to climate 
change with respect to heavy industrialization that 
began in the 1970s worldwide.  

       She pointed out that climate change and its 
consequent impacts were having a devastating ef-
fect throughout the world. The earth’s average tem-
perature is being recorded since 1850 while year 
2010 had been recorded to be the warmest year af-
ter 1998. Pakistan on the other hand has been re-
corded to have one of the highest temperatures in 
the world in 2010, i.e. 53.5 °C (128.3 °F) on 26 May 
2010 in Mohenjodaro, Sindh. This was also the hot-
test temperature ever recorded in the continent of 
Asia and the fourth highest ever-measured on 
planet earth. This unusual temperature also caused 
record-breaking rain of up to 620 millimetres par-
ticularly in Islamabad within 10 hours, i.e. the most 
that has ever been recorded in the last 100 years. 
According to her work on the estimates of Pakistan 
meteorological department, heavy rainfalls of more 
than 200 millimetres (7.9”) were recorded during the 
four-day wet spell of July 27 to July 30 in 2010 in 
Pakistan overall. She projected that these intensive 
rains due to climate change caused great destruc-
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tion and flooded all the four provinces of Pakistan 
from mid July till mid August 2010 overflowing the 
dams, rivers and lakes and killing at least 2,000 
people and affecting 21 million people. The flood 
has altogether affected around one-fifth of Paki-
stan's total land area, which includes around 36 dis-
tricts. Hence the floods had altogether shattered the 
infrastructure of various areas of the country. She 
analysed the mitigation and adaptation measures to 
be taken for climate change induced flood incidents, 
which were expected to also occur in the future. She 
concluded with a stress upon immediate attention 
required for mitigation, adaptation and impact analy-
sis scenarios and a focused approach on the vulner-
ability assessment based on which coping mecha-
nisms be identified together with policy recommen-
dations. 
       The second speaker, Ms Javeriya Hasan, 
stated that despite the per capita income of Pakistan 
being lower than a number of countries, there was a 
growing need for a paradigm shift in the building in-
dustry. Buildings account for a significant share of 
energy consumption and carbon emissions. In view 
of Pakistan’s prevailing energy crisis, a lot more had 
to be done to promote energy efficiency techniques. 
She analysed that Pakistan was presently facing an 
energy crisis that had been fuelled by an incredible 
growth in electricity consumption. She highlighted 
that efforts were underway to encourage alternative 
sources of energy generation so as to reduce the 
generation-consumption deficit. These resources 
range from coal to wind, and solar to geothermal. 
She said that Pakistan was naturally gifted and can 
harness energy from these sources, however, their 
exploitation to date had remained severely limited. 
She suggested that adopting a diversified approach 
entailing the strategy of energy conservation could 
rectify Pakistan's energy woes. Traditionally energy 
intensive sectors should be targeted and due atten-
tion to improvisations in these sectors could also 
help bridge the current energy deficit of 5000MW, 
she emphasized. The consumption of the domestic 
sector for the year 2007-08 stood at 33,704 GWh, 
constituting 45% of Pakistan’s total consumption. A 
major chunk of the energy expended was in con-
struction processes, in addition to the heating and 
cooling of buildings in urban areas, etc. She recom-
mended exploring the energy conservation by 
means of encouraging energy efficient buildings in 
Pakistan’s housing industry.  
       Ms Hasan further suggested having a commit-
ment to reducing energy consumption in buildings, 
which would be a sustainable way to approach eco-
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nomic development in Pakistan. She was of the 
view that an energy efficient building not only in-
creased occupancy level but also could bring mone-
tary benefits that accrue from improved living condi-
tions. The stages of its planning, design, construc-
tion and management are very meticulous, whereby 
the lifecycle costs of the building are calculated in 
accordance with the construction materials, site, 
transport links and so on. She also gave an over-
view of recent approvals to developing a Building 
Energy Code for Pakistan, which she considered 
positive news for the country’s housing sector. She 
examined the relevant legislations that stipulate the 
importance of incorporating energy efficiency to ex-
isting buildings and made it binding upon develop-
ers to design new buildings according to set ‘green’ 
standards (LEED, BREEAM, etc.), and the need for 
collating information and knowledge for the publica-
tion of local standards. She also shared the finan-
cial ramifications of revamping the housing sector in 
terms of retrofitting. She proposed a framework ac-
cording to which energy efficient buildings could be 
promoted in Pakistan, particularly focusing on the 
potential of collaboration between developers, plan-
ners, consultants, contractors and the authorities.  
       Discussion: The papers were discussed by 
Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Head of Climate 
Change Study Centre at SDPI, with his key focus 
on the scientific aspects and role of common people 
to meet the challenge.  
       Dr. Ishfaq Ahmed, Adviser to PM on Science 
and Technology, concluded the session that adap-
tation was very important to meet the challenge of 
global impact of climate change. He mentioned that 
0.6 oC increase in global temperature over the past 
century was apparently low but the impact was high 
in terms of hurricanes, cyclones, floods followed by 
drought. He stated that the industrialized countries 
were still not in a position to cut down their carbon 
emissions while Pakistan was not the major con-
tributor to these emissions. 
 

Reported by Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal 
 
Financing Climate Change 
 
Chair: Mr. Malik Amin Aslam, Ex-Minister of State 
for Environment, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, Member Board of Governors, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islama-
bad, Pakistan 
Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Sustainable Develop-
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ment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       The discussion was initiated by the chair, Mr. 
Malik Amin Aslam, who identified the controversies, 
which had characterized the evolution of climate 
change finance in recent years. He said that climate 
change finance had been a bone of contention at 
international climate change negotiations; and, de-
spite the urgency of a resolution on the subject, pro-
gress had been slow at best. The chair highlighted 
five key questions that continued to mar the state of 
finance in the international climate regime event af-
ter the recent negotiations at Cancun where signifi-
cant headway had been made in this domain. 
       Firstly, he said, the source of the funding re-
mained ambiguous. Based on the principles of 
‘polluter pays’ and ‘common but differentiated re-
sponsibility,’ the onus of providing the necessary 
funds for climate change fell on the developed coun-
tries who due to their historical emissions of green-
house gases were the prime contributors to climate 
change today. The success of any climate finance 
arrangement was seen as inextricably linked to the 
developed world embracing their responsibility of 
providing necessary funds and technology to the de-
veloping countries, which despite contributing the 
least to climate change stood as the most vulner-
able parties.  
       Secondly, the source of generating the required 
funds had not been clearly identified. Whether they 
would be channelled through the private sector or 
the public sector in developed countries remained 
an unanswered question. A panel of experts was set 
up in 2009 to oversee the development of the fi-
nance regime within climate change, which subse-
quently developed the Ad hoc Group Finance report. 
The report was met with much resistance as many 
felt that the developed world was deliberately avoid-
ing their responsibility and transferring it to the 
poorer countries.  
       One of the daunting tasks of international cli-
mate finance was gauging the exact figure of the 
funds required to respond to climate change, an is-
sue that had yet to be adequately reconciled. Under 
the Copenhagen Accord, 30 billion USD was identi-
fied to be delivered in 2008-2012 while 100 billion a 
year was to be accorded after 2020. Many criticized 
these figures as being inadequate and insufficient to 
respond to climate change in the developing world 
where vulnerability remains disproportionately high.  
The fourth issue was the timing of the funding itself. 
Despite unanimous recognition of the need to expe-

18 

dite the provision of funds, the issue remained unre-
solved even as climate change impacts unfolded 
across the world with devastating consequences.  
Lastly, the issue that continued to generate much 
controversy pertained to the mechanism of spend-
ing climate funds. Initially the ‘usual suspects’, i.e. 
IMF and the World Bank, were being identified as 
institutions, which could potentially employ these 
funds in the host countries. However, amidst vehe-
ment opposition by the developing countries, the 
proposal was left for further consideration. Most de-
veloping countries instead were pushing for direct 
access to the climate fund; however, this was met 
with resistance from the developed world that raised 
the issue of certain countries lacking the capacity to 
spend funds of such magnitude in an equitable and 
responsible manner.  
       The chair stressed that these five issues would 
mould the evolution of climate funds. A delay in 
their resolution could significantly undermine opera-
tions of the international climate regime while on the 
other hand; their resolution would be instrumental in 
directing the development of a global response to 

climate change.  
       Mr. Shafqat Kakahel gave an exhaustive over-
view of the historical development of the interna-
tional climate regime and evaluated the progress 
made in light of the principles envisioned to direct 
the creation and provision of funds. The Rio Summit 
in 1997 was the first significant step in responding 
to climate change as it was officially recognized that 
unchecked greenhouse gas emissions originating in 
the developed countries distorted the climatic stabil-
ity. The disproportionately high vulnerability of de-
veloping countries was highlighted and the need to 
arm these countries with technology and financial 
resources to respond to climate change was noted. 
The recognition that the developed countries must 
take full incremental costs of climate change was 
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reiterated in the years that followed and were finally 
incorporated in the Kyoto Protocol. As the United 
Stated walked out of the Protocol, the effectiveness 
of the Kyoto regime was severely undermined. By 
2005, the focus of negotiations began to shift; where 
previously the demands were only being levelled 
against the developed world to curb emissions and 
aid the developing countries to respond, now it was 
increasingly being felt that the developing world 
should also shoulder a portion of the burden. This 
move was prompted by the growing unchecked 
emissions of developing countries with China taking 
over the position of the biggest polluter from the 
United States in 2006. The tussle that erupted be-
tween the developing and developed world almost 
led to the negotiations breaking down but at Bali a 
settlement was reached. The developing world must 
also initiate Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions 
to check their emissions, however, these were con-
tingent on the financial and technological flows from 
the developed world. As the Copenhagen Accord 
left much to be desired regarding mechanisms of 
technology and financial transfer and since it was 
never adopted as a binding agreement, it made little 
impact. It was through the Cancun Agreements in 
2010, that progress was made in financial arrange-
ments within the international climate regime yet 
even these raised important concerns that doubted 
its adequacy and sufficiency. The amount commit-
ted was a small portion of the conservative esti-
mates of 400-500 billion USD required for adapta-
tion and mitigation actions in developing countries. 
The issue of ‘predictability’ of the funds was left in 
doubt as sources of funding were largely left to er-
ratic market operations. Additionally, from 2013 to 
2020 no provision of funds was made. Thus the fi-
nancial agreements concluded were a far cry from 
the hopes enshrined in the UNFCCC and the initial 
vision of the Bali summit. While the speaker recog-
nized that meaningful process had been made in 
Cancun, it was not enough to foster an equitable in-
ternational financial regime to respond to climate 
change in developing countries. 
       The speakers stressed that the shortcomings of 
the global financial arrangements had highlighted 
the urgency and need to undertake action in Paki-
stan, which despite being one of the worst hit coun-
tries with regard to climate change, continued to ne-
glect the issue. As the vulnerability of Pakistan 
meant that it could not wait for international interven-
tion, it was suggested that domestic action must be 
undertaken to complement the changes in the global 
arena.  

19 

       Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay highlighted the 
need for an institutional arrangement within Paki-
stan to respond to climate change in the country. 
For Pakistan, the challenge of financing climate 
change measures was not only the presence of in-
ternational funds but also the creation of a domestic 
scheme of allocation funds in a just and transparent 
manner.  
Distinguishing between an institutional mechanism 
and institutional arrangement, he stressed on the 
need to create the latter in Pakistan, which would 
have the legal authority to initiate a long-term re-
sponse to climate change. The speaker evaluated 
the current organisations, which had been dealing 
with climate change in an ad hoc manner to expose 
the need for an arrangement that would be ade-
quately equipped to respond to the magnitude of 
the challenge posed by climate change. The institu-
tional arrangement proposed included the creation 
of a National Implementing Entity as the main body 
regulating climate capital flows, National and Pro-
vincial Climate Change Cells with dedicated finan-
cial departments, a Climate Change Fund and a 
Clean Development Mechanism Cell. It was crucial 
that each of these bodies be led by experts and pro-
fessionals as opposed to bureaucrats to ensure that 
the proposed bodies efficiently execute their roles.  
He identified the current sources of international 
funding available to respond to climate change and 
mapped the availability of the funds to the ability 
and capacity of the current structures in the country 
to employ these funds. Despite the presence of six 
major sources of funding, Pakistan had been unable 
to tap into these funds. The speaker stressed upon 
the need to move on from the failures of the past 
and look forward with a renewed sense of optimism. 
The challenge of implementing a climate policy and 
creating an effective intuitional arrangement to ad-
dress the issues would be a daunting task, how-
ever, the sheer magnitude of the threat of climate 
change should be enough to prompt an urgent and 
dedicated effort to achieve this end. 
       Discussion: Members from the audience iden-
tified the challenges in implementing a climate 
change response in Pakistan amidst the dynamics 
of bad governance and lack of transparency. De-
spite the vulnerability of Pakistan, the issue of di-
recting efforts and funds to other less crucial con-
cerns was also raised. It was also pointed that there 
were not enough trained professionals and experts 
within the country to lead a response to climate 
change. To this, Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel pointed out 
the need to mainstream the issue of climate change 
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and create a self-sustaining momentum that would 
prompt action by the government. The media, youth 
and civil society were identified as the main actors 
who could play an instrumental role in highlighting 
the significance of the issue amongst the general 
public. The chair echoed the same sentiments and 
suggested that contrary to popular claims, the public 
in Pakistan did have an appetite for climate change 
issues for the impacts of climate change were 
acutely being felt by the population in the country.  
 

Reported by Fatima Rasheed 
 
Water Resource Management:  
Sharing Perspectives 
 
Chair: Mr. Munawar Saeed Bhatti, Additional Secre-
tary, Foreign Office, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Mr. Shakeel Ahmad, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Business Management 
Analyst, Canada 
Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Ms Kalplana Murphy, Economic Officer, US Em-
bassy in Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       Mr. Shakeel Ahmad focused on the need for de-
centralization in water management by drawing on 
the example of the United States and contrasting it 
with the system in Pakistan. It was noted that in the 
United States, some states had abundant water 
supplies while others were marred by water scarcity 
creating a need for an equitable system of water 
management both among and within the states. An 
example of the state of California was highlighted 
which like Pakistan had consistently been facing the 
threat of floods. However, unlike Pakistan, an intri-
cate flood management system had been devel-
oped; the construction of levees and community 
level disaster management emerged as salient fea-
tures of the system. He said there was much that 
Pakistan could learn from this as the recent floods in 
the country had exposed the inadequacy of disaster 
management schemes. It was recognised that while 
water management in the United States did have 
room for improvement, the principles guiding its evo-
lution were praiseworthy. The monitoring and regu-
lation of the water systems did not isolate the local 
population and instead sought to empower commu-
nities to play proactive roles in water management. 
Decentralization had allowed local populations to 
claim ownership of the resource and in compliment-
ing the top down management processes; a more 
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effective system of water management had evolved. 
       This scheme could be replicated in Pakistan 
which is in dire need of improved water manage-
ment as it continues to suffer from excess water 
flows causing floods and limited water availability 
leading to long periods of drought. Given that the 
agricultural sector employs more than half of Paki-
stan’s population, integrating local communities 
within an overarching system of water management 
would be an effective tool in conserving and effec-
tively using the resource.  
       Mr. Faisal Shaheen explored the role of civil so-
ciety in water governance by analysing the dynam-
ics of water management in the United States and 
Canada. He noted that while in theory, rules and 
regulations regarding water management existed, a 
lot more needed to be done in terms of enforcing 
practices of water resource management. However, 
the state globally was in a state of withdrawal shift-
ing the responsibility onto communities to efficiently 
manage resources. The deregulation of environ-

mental degradation had encouraged an increased 
monitoring of natural resources by civil society, 
which is aggressively taking up matters in its own 
hands. Efforts were being made to restore the lost 
value of water, which had gravely impacted con-
sumption and management practices of the re-
source. As the civil society efforts at water manage-
ment gain momentum, increased efforts were being 
directed towards conservation practices, rainwater 
harvesting, efficient urban water use and promotion 
of practices encouraging effective water manage-
ment. With the civil society initiatives in resource 
management steadily growing, it is hoped that com-
munities will be empowered to undertake pilot pro-
jects and direct efforts towards aqua recharge.  
       In his discussion, Mr. Arshad Abbasi explored 
the challenges in bilateral management of shared 
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water resources by highlighting the case of Pakistan 
and India. Through the Indus Water Treaty, both 
countries had negotiated a division of the Indus Wa-
ter system whereby Pakistan was awarded control 
of the Western Rivers while India retained the rights 
to use Eastern Rivers. It was a landmark achieve-
ment and played an instrumental role in diffusing 
conflicts on shared water resources, which both 
countries were heavily reliant on. Despite tensions 
characterizing the relations between the two coun-
tries, the Treaty had managed to survive though it 
had consistently been marred by controversies 
erupting from time to time. To improve the applica-
tion of the Treaty, the speaker stressed on the need 
to adopt two tools of water management; a teleme-
tering system and transboundary environmental im-
pact assessments. Lack of transparency, inade-
quate exchange of data coupled with the already 
strained relations between the two countries had 
emerged as significant hindrances in a more effec-
tive operation of the Treaty. Installing a system of 
telemetering system would work to remove these 
concerns and reduce the controversies inspired by 
the rival’s use of the water. Working to remove the 
trust deficit could also initiate programmes of co-
operation and mutual assistance in developing the 
use of this prized resource. This would be extremely 
crucial to both countries as evidence of reduced 
flows and increased water stress was already 
emerging in the Indus System. Environmental deg-
radation, deforestation, military activity in the North-
ern glaciers and climate change were heavily con-
tributing to the changing water flows. In addition to 
this, construction of reservoirs by India could drasti-
cally alter the water supply and the ecosystem, 
which fed on it in Pakistan. Thus as the water stress 
builds, transboundary environmental impact assess-
ments would be necessary in ensuring that both 
countries were able to effectively and equitably use 
their shared resource. It would also prompt joint ef-
forts in protecting glaciers, initiating programmes of 
watershed management and reduce the alarming 
levels of environmental degradation. To ensure a 
sustainable system of water management whereby 
both countries would be able to secure maximum 
benefit of the resource simultaneously, he sug-
gested efforts should be undertaken in India and 
Pakistan to implement the tools aimed at improving 
transparency and environmental protection.  
       Ms Kalpana Murphy highlighted the significance 
of the role played by conservation while discussing 
water management in Pakistan. The issue confront-
ing Pakistan was not limited to the availability of wa-
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ter alone but extended to include the need for stor-
ing, saving, recycling and effectively using water re-
sources. Noting that conservation practices in Paki-
stan were far from being mature and widespread, 
the speaker focused on the challenges being posed 
in the agricultural sector, the required infrastructure 
to improve water management, the changes 
needed to avert the risk of floods and the need to 
develop a more effective urban management of wa-
ter. Channelling water according to need was cru-
cial for sustaining the agricultural system of the 
country as mismanagement in the past had fre-
quently led to loss of arable land due to changing 
water tables and rising salinity. Ensuring an ade-
quate and reliable supply of water for agricultural 
purposes would involve increased capacity to store 
excess water, directing flows to dry areas and using 
the resource more efficiently. The notion of conser-
vation would inspire marked improvements in the 
irrigation system, which served as the backbone of 
the agricultural sector. Changing patterns of water 
management would demand changes in the water 
infrastructure in the country including the renovation 
and cementing of canal networks, construction of 
levees, creating reservoirs amongst others. She 
said that Pakistan was extremely vulnerable to 
floods, however, through effective conservation 
techniques, these natural hazards could be pre-
vented from turning into human tragedies. Storing 
water was crucial for Pakistan for it not only created 
a defence against flash floods but also diffused the 
crisis in times of limited availability of water. Instead 
of wasting surplus water flows, they could be saved 
to be used during drought, the incidence of which 
has increased in the recent past. In urban centres, 
the concept of conservation through recycling water 
is crucial given the burgeoning populations in the 
country’s cities. The domestic sector was responsi-
ble for consuming the largest portion of water in the 
cities thus any scheme of urban water management 
must begin here, she stressed. However, the suc-
cess of a long-term water management system 
would be heavily dependent on inspiring a behav-
ioural change in the use of water by the urban 
population. Water resource management was inex-
tricably tied to the ecosystem and it was only when 
a harmony could be struck between water use and 
the environment could a scheme of sustainable pro-
gram for water management be developed. To this 
end, conservation of water would serve as an effec-
tive mechanism and employing it in Pakistan would 
drastically diffuse the crisis of water shortage and 
surplus.  
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       The chair, Mr. Munawar Saeed Bhatti, traced 
the complexities involved in a water management 
regime. In the global arena, there were 143 coun-
tries with shared water basins making equitable and 
efficient resource management an important need. 
At the same time, the water stress in certain areas 
and surplus water flows in others necessitated the 
initiation of community level programmes of water 
management. He stressed that the responsibility of 
water management could not be shouldered by the 
state alone; it was the responsibility of every citizen. 
       Discussion: The discussion that followed fo-
cused on the challenges confronting Pakistan in the 
management of water resources and the shortcom-
ings of water governance in the country. Ms Mur-
phy’s focus on the conservation practices sparked 
much debate as the inability of instilling a spirit of 
conservation within the people of Pakistan was high-
lighted. It was concluded that education and aware-
ness programmes, especially those targeted to 
farmers, would be instrumental in promoting conser-
vation, recycling and more effective use of water. In 
his response to a question, Mr. Bhatti highlighted 
that ineffective management of water had led to 
contamination of water supplies, which was emerg-
ing as a grave health hazard in Pakistan. Options of 
water management in Pakistan were discussed 
where hydropower projects as viable tools of more 
efficient water management was noted. Recognizing 
the concerns raised by the audience with regard to 
inadequate water governance in Pakistan, the chair 
stressed on the need for every citizen of the country 
to embrace his/her responsibility of playing an active 
part in the management of this vital resource. 
 

Reported by Fatima Rasheed 
 
Federalism: A Challenge to Conflict Manage-
ment in Less Developed Countries/South Asia 
 
Guest of Honour: Dr. Kaiser Bengali, Advisor to 
CM Sindh, Karachi, Pakistan  
Chair: Ms Anjum Ibrahim, Business Recorder, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
Discussants: Mr. Mukhtar Ahmad Ali, Center for 
Peace and Development Initiatives, Islamabad, 
Pakistan; and Mr. Zubair Faisal Abbasi, Institute for 
Development Initiatives, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel organiser: Mr. Zubair Faisal Abbasi, Institute 
for Development Initiatives, Islamabad, and, Visiting 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad 
Speakers: 
Mr. Arshad Khan, National Commission for Human 
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Development, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Dr. Yunas Samad, University of Bradford. Bradford, 
UK 
Dr. Bishnu Upreti, NCCR North-South, Kathmandu, 
Nepal 
       The session kicked off with a brief analysis of 
the topic (Federalism) in the context of RGST, war 
on terror, and the Baloch conflict by the chair of the 
session, Ms Anjum Ibrahim, Resident Editor, Busi-
ness Recorder.  
       Mr. Arshad Khan who was representing the Na-
tional Commission for Human Development, Is-
lamabad Pakistan, gave a presentation on the topic 
of “The Baloch Conflict: Nationalism, Natural Re-
sources and the State’s reaction”. 
       Mr. Khan was of the view that the present 
chaos in Balochistan had its roots in the denial of 
the political autonomy to the people of the province 
as well as in the unjust handling/control of their 

natural resources (gas) by the state. He stated that 
as Pakistan’s ever increasing energy needs were 
being fulfilled by the fast depleting resources of Ba-
lochistan in an unjust way, which was creating a 
sense of deprivation among the people of the prov-
ince, it could culminate in enhancing the magnitude 
of the already existing conflict. 
       “Resources-rich political economy potentially 
generates conflicts between the elites who hold po-
litical power and those who do not. The non-elite 
actors tend to stage a revolt against the state, which 
controls resources and collaborates with national 
and international private producers for resources 
exploitation to generate revenues,” he added. 
       He stressed upon the need for dealing with the 
Baloch nationalists with respect and to give them an 
equal share from the resources, which were being 
extracted from their land. “The Baloch nationalists’ 
grievances and rebellion against the Pakistani state, 
and its response to this rebellion, should be framed 
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within an understanding of the region’s natural re-
sources and the state’s treatment of the Baloch na-
tionalism,” he concluded. 
       Dr. Yunas Samad from the University of Brad-
ford, Bradford, UK, was the second speaker of the 
session. He expressed his views in his detailed 
presentation on the topic of “Managing diversity in 
Pakistan: Going beyond Federalism”. Dr. Samad 
was of the view that to “eliminate a difference or to 
manage it” was entirely people’s own choice. Ac-
cording to him, federalism had contradictory defini-
tions, and what people perceive of it was contingent 
upon whether they see its benefits or dwell upon the 
negativities. From analysing the topic in the context 
of “practice of ethnic regulations” in Pakistan to 
dwelling upon the assumptions associated to it, Dr. 
Samad made the point that federalism was entirely 
a political issue, and there was a need for initiating a 
debate to analyse its virtues in the context of Paki-
stan and to see the other potential alternatives avail-
able to the country as well. He suggested a “bottom-
up” approach to make things work. 
       “Pakistan’s problems in managing diversity can-
not be imposed by diktat and has to emerge out of 
the democratic process. Ultimately such important 
changes require consensus to be developed after a 
considered deliberation of the issues,” he con-
cluded. 
       Dr. Bishnu Upreti gave a comprehensive pres-
entation upon “Federalism and potential conflicts: A 
reflection from Nepal”. Dr. Upreti started from giving 
different definitions of federalism and the prerequi-
sites of the system to work properly. He disclosed 
that Nepal was also in the process of adopting fed-
eralism, but still there was confusion among the po-
litical parties of the country whether to opt for it or 
not. Among 27 political parties present in the Nepali 
parliament, he said, 20 had agreed to adopt it as a 
political system while the rest of the 7 were opposed 
the idea.  
       “The Constituent Assembly is working on draft-
ing a new constitution and federalisation of the 
country is one of the major tasks but not much pro-
gress has been made. Instead numerous conten-
tious and contradictory issues have emerged,” he 
added.  
       He concluded his presentation by saying that 
for him, the experience of federalism was quite 
mixed, however, he also stated that being a poten-
tial source of conflict, operationally expensive and 
economically not viable, it was not among the fa-
voured choices for his country.  
       Dr. Kaiser Bengali, adviser to the Chief Minister 
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of Sindh and the guest of honour at the session, 
concluded the session with an endnote. He was of 
the view that though we could have endless talks 
over the theory of the federalism, “till we continue to 
have a dominant group who is absolutely not willing 
to share the power, democracy will prevail only on 
paper”.  
       Expressing his agreement with Mr. Arshad, he 
said that the grievance of Balochistan was indeed 
associated to the gas issue. He concluded his re-
marks by saying that just like Balochistan, the root 
cause of Sindh’s grievance also lay in (the manipu-
lation of) its rich resources. 
 

Reported by Fayyaz Yaseen 
 
Neo-liberalising South Asia—Impacts of Struc-
tural Adjustment: IMF and World Bank Pro-
grammes 
 
Chair: Ms Anjum Ibrahim, Business Recorder,  
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Dr. S. Akbar Zaidi, Karachi, Pakistan 
Speakers:     
Ms Muzna Fatima Alvi, The Energy Resources Insti-
tute (TERI), New Delhi, India 
Ms. Antonia Settle, RMIT University, Melbourne, 
Australia 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Gulbaz Ali Khan, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad 

Ms Muzna Fatima Alvi, from The Energy Re-

sources Institute (TERI), New Delhi, India, was the 
first speaker to present a paper titled ‘Structural Ad-
justment Programs and the Feminization of Pov-
erty’. She initiated her presentation by giving a brief 
overview of Structural Adjustment Programs 
(SAPs). She said that these originated as a re-
sponse to economic crises and economic instability 
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in the third world countries. The debt crises in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s and the ensuing re-
scheduling of debt introduced the world to SAPs. 
She explained that the aim of all SAPs was to imple-
ment laissez faire policies and these policies involve 
cutting social expenditure and investment, trade lib-
eralization, disinvestment and privatisation of public 
sector enterprises, budget rationalization, and re-
moval of state subsidies and price controls. Ms Alvi 
also went on talk about the negative effects of SAPs 
on women. 

Ms Muzna Fatima Alvi said that neo-economical 
framework was not a gender-neutral science and it 
ignored social inequities and unpaid labour of 
women. She said that the development debate in 
developing countries had been centred upon 
whether the state or market was the engine of 
growth and between tradeoffs of economic growth 
and poverty while women were cut off from the de-
velopment discourse. She said that it was only after 
the growth of feminist movement around the world in 
the 1970s that attention started being paid to the 
role of women. Dominant orthodoxy started being 
challenged, modernization theory was subscribed to 
and individuals were seen as vehicles for economic 
transformation. Ms Alvi said that Gender and Devel-
opment (GAD) gained prominence in the 1980s and 
sought to rethink development from gendered per-
spective. GAD saw women as active agents of 
change and saw their political mobilization as a 
means of empowerment. GAD’s greatest contribu-
tion according to the speaker was that it provided a 
framework for studying effects of macroeconomic 
policy and SAPs on women. According to these poli-
cies, male bias existed at the macro level of econ-
omy and meso level of mediating institutions. She 
further added that reproductive economy will adjust 
automatically to changes in productive economy as 
gaps will be filled by unlimited and unpaid female 
labour and that women were poorest of the poor es-
pecially if they belonged to marginalized communi-
ties or regions. Ms Alvi said, however, the weakness 
of GAD was a lack of disaggregated gender data 
and macroeconomic models linking with gender dif-
ferentials. She also said that the influence of GAD 
on policy was weak. Ms Alvi said that there was a 
critical need for adopting interdisciplinary perspec-
tives. She said that according to Mukopadhyay, 
there were two ways of examining gender bias in 
society: 
• Static context of caste, class, ethnicity from so-

ciological perspective 
• Dynamic context of changes set off by economic 
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policy/reforms from economics domain 
She said that feminisation of poverty was something 
more than mere lack of income or state of financial 
need. She said that there was a need to go beyond 
traditional definition of poverty and to see poverty 
as denial of opportunity, inability to achieve life 
goals and loss of hope. She said that a multidimen-
sional concept of economic, cultural, legal and so-
cial exclusion was needed and that gender inequal-
ity was a result of imbalanced development of 
global, national and local policies. She further 
added that external factors and intra-household ine-
qualities left women vulnerable to deal with socio-
economic downturns, shocks and changes. Lastly, 
she provided policy recommendations for incorpo-
rating the role of women in the development frame-
work through schemes such as Equal Opportunity 
Commission, comprehensive rural development 
programs, affirmative action in education, politics, 
public sector employment, discouraging regressive 
social and economic policies, social security sys-
tems and safety nets, access to reliable credit, edu-
cation reform agenda, recognizing unpaid work of 
women, and investing in upgrading skills of women. 
       Ms Antonia Settle, RMIT University, Melbourne, 
Australia, was the second panelist to speak. She 
presented on ‘Structural Adjustment, the Develop-
ment Project and the Privatisation of Land in Paki-
stan’. She spoke on the relationship between the 
dominant development paradigm and large-scale 
agricultural land acquisitions by foreign investors 
with reference to the case of Pakistan. She first 
talked about the theoretical model behind the main-
stream development strategy. She said that Struc-
tural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) were the eco-
nomic component of the dominant development 
strategy. World Bank and IMF are the agenda-
setting institutions in the mainstream development 
paradigm she said. She stated that the general 
equilibrium theory was the essential part of the de-
velopment strategy. Although the general equilib-
rium theory seeks optimal allocation scarce re-
sources through the natural equilibrium, this was 
done through development via market expansion, 
which was done by foreign entry into developing 
country markets as key process in development. 
She talked about Foreign Agriculture Investment 
and how it offers crucial new capital in the agricul-
tural sector, transfers technology and managerial 
skills, provides access to international markets, pro-
vides hard currency, and utilization of uncultivated 
land. 
       She then went to talk about agricultural land ac-
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quisitions in Pakistan. She mentioned the example 
of 2009 Package of Board of Investment, which of-
fered 99-year leases, 100% foreign ownerships, full 
repatriation of profits and produce, and series of tax 
breaks. She said foreign agricultural land acquisi-
tions in Pakistan have involved both uncultivated 
and cultivated land. According to her, the implica-
tions of Agricultural land acquisitions in Pakistan 
were likely to be displacement of people and com-
munities, loss of access to grazing grounds, over 
extraction of water, over generous tax breaks, trans-
fer of 100% profits, and lack of employment.  
In the last part of her presentation, Ms Settle said 
that there were gaps between theory and practice. 
She said that market orientation of development 
paradigm fails to recognize neo-patrimonialism, elit-
ism, and historical disenfranchisement. She said 
that overlaying market principles on an economy 
that functions through a set of socio-political rela-
tions that differ markedly from the norm of utility op-
timisation by each individual creates gross eco-
nomic distortions with important social and political 
implications. 
 

Reported by Zuhair Munawar  
 
Imagine a New South Asia: 25 years of SAARC 
 
Chair: Senator Haji Mohammad Adil, Senior Vice 
President ANP, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Rashed Titumir, Unnayan Onne-
shan, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Speakers: 
Dr. Rashid Ahmad Khan, University of Sargodha, 
Pakistan 
Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Ryerson University, Can-
ada.   
Dr. Avanish Kumar, Public Policy Management Area 
at the Management Development Institute, Gur-
gaon, India 
Mr. Tahir Mahmood Azad, National Defence Univer-
sity, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Ms Afshan Ahmed, Research As-
sociate and Research Coordinator, SDPI, Islamabad 
       Dr. Rashid Ahmad Khan, while presenting his 
paper, “Intra-regional and inter-regional connectivity 
in South Asia: Imperatives and responses” said that 
the South Asian region is the least interconnected 
region in regional cooperation and linkages as com-
pared to other regional groups such as the Euro-
pean Union (EU) and ASEAN. He was of the view 
that despite having cultural similarities and a com-
mon historical background, this region is the least 
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integrated. He further added that South Asian Free 
Trade Agreement (SAFTA) has been in practice for 
the last four years but intra-regional trade has 
barely increased 5% of the total trade of the region. 
       Dr. Khan was of the opinion that despite low 
intra and inter regional connectivity, new initiatives 
are also emerging to promote inter as well as intra 
regional linkages. He exemplified his statement with 
bilateral agreements between India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh for “Physical Connectivity and People-
to-People (Cultural Connectivity)”. Other than this, 
trends are emerging for the improved status of 
SAARC as many more countries are urging to have 
an observer status in it. SAARC has also urged the 
member countries to take steps for the promotion of 
regional connectivity.  He said that there is a “bee-
line of states who want to have the observer status 
in SAARC”. While concluding his presentation he 
suggested, “the Government of Pakistan should 
watch and prepare the Intra and Inter Regional poli-
cies to overcome all these issues.” 
       Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen talked about the 
emerging trends of globalisation in the South Asian 
region and its impacts, while presenting his paper 
“Need to re-focus SAARC on an urban South Asia”. 
He said that urban areas are growing rapidly, ineq-
uitably and unsustainably across the Global South 
resulting in the proliferation of slum communities 
and surging informal sectors (IS). He was of the 
view that the vitality of cities and importance of 
these IS are increasing as social development, bal-
anced planning, resource sharing, economic growth 
and human security are interlinked with the IS and it 
should be incorporated in SAARC.  
       He said that this acceleration of urbanisation is 
a global phenomenon, not only a South Asian one. 
While concluding his presentation, he suggested 
that the combination of grassroots civil society ef-
forts in mobilising urban IS alongside the provision 
of well resourced, accountable capacities of lower 
tiers of municipal government can generate low cost 
sustainable solution to urban service delivery. He 
suggested, “There should be municipally oriented 
advocacy and policy bodies.” He lamented that 
South Asia has limited policy capacity as well as ad-
ministrative problems and active non-state actors 
hindering the region’s progress.  
       Dr. Avanish Kumar while presenting his paper 
“South Asia: A model for social integration” defined 
integration as “the linking of individuals and groups 
that would otherwise be separated by national bor-
ders, despite the high level of economic integration” 
while imagination is an assumed state of affairs in a 
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given time and policy framework. He said that un-
derstanding the social integration processes and 
products of the European Union (EU) provide a real 
life laboratory for SAARC countries. 
       He said, “The success of integration and imagi-
nation is based on the success of management.” 
While talking about the integration of the South 
Asian region he said, “Integration perception of 
South Asia has also changed and decreased due to 
terrorism.” He also connected global warming with 
globalisation and said that it is the “most effective 
thing for connectivity because it has a shared objec-
tive which is assessed in accordance with common 
criteria”. He also mentioned the “politics of ex-
change of currencies” and the deterioration of the 
sub-continent as the key factor for social integration 
between South Asian countries.  
       Mr. Tahir Mahmood Azad while presenting his 
paper “Political and social challenges in South Asia: 
Focus on Pakistan” claimed that SAARC had com-
pletely failed in its practices and was losing its credi-
bility due to not achieving its objectives. He said that 
the population explosion, the highest level of illiter-
acy, poverty, unemployment, weak political system, 
injustice and corruption, deficits in energy, infra-
structure and issues arising out of global warming 
are the major challenges to South Asia. All these 
factors have given birth to an atrocious challenge of 
“terrorism”. He warned that if these challenges are 
not controlled in the near future, there exists the 
possibility of civil war in South Asian states. 
       While concluding his paper he said that despite 
political disparity and conflicts, we still have hopes 
for SAARC’s productive role but there is a need to 
look at the causes and consequences of all issues. 
He further suggested that there should be policies 
like eliminating poverty and not only economic 
growth in SAARC Summits. 
       Discussion: Mr. Rashed Titumir while discuss-
ing the topic of the panel said that two things are 
very important: 1) Political settlement and the know 
how to move forward while having a political settle-
ment. 2) The goal of every political process is to re-
main in power. He said that political instability is the 
main reason why SAARC has failed to achieve its 
objectives. He also pointed out that poor political 
structure is the main cause of low advancement in 
the South Asian countries and we can only imagine 
a new South Asia when we confront political instabil-
ity. So while keeping these two in mind one has to 
understand the dynamics of politics for the better-
ment of economies of SAARC countries, he said.  
       Senator Haji Mohammad Adil while concluding 
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the session said that all SAARC countries have al-
ways complained about each other but no one is 
ready to give up for the better. He also recom-
mended, “There should be a common currency, a 
joint parliament and a superior court for SAARC 
Countries.” 

  
Reported by Asif Mehmood and Afsheen Naz 

 
Peace through Development? 
 
Chair: Dr. Saba Gul Khattak, Planning Commission 
of Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Talimand Khan, Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers:  
Dr. Lubna Chaudhry, State University of New York, 
Binghamton, USA  
Dr. Anita Ghimire, Swiss National Centre of Compe-
tence in Research (North-South), Kathmandu, Ne-
pal  
Mr. Shaukat Sharar, Swat, Pakistan 
Mr. Fahim Razaq, College of Youth Activism and 
Development (CYAAD), Quetta, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Talimand Khan, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad  
      Dr. Anita Ghimire said that the displacement 
phenomenon was common for South Asian coun-
tries. She said that most of these countries had 
faced internal displacement due to violence, con-
flicts (in particular) and natural disasters and thus 
there was an increase in IDPs: 0.2% in Nepal, 0.7% 
in Pakistan, 2% in Sri Lanka, 0.9% in Myanmar, 
0.3% in Bangladesh, 1.1% in Afghanistan. The year 
2009 saw an increase of such IDPs in South Asia 
by 23% over 2008 – the largest increase in the 
world. She felt the issues of IDPs had a crucial link 
to sustainable development as lack of sustainable 
development lay at the heart of the conflicts. Inter-
nal displacement and development efforts were of-
ten looked at separately and these issues were of-
ten neglected in post-war development agendas 
due to the poor treatment of IDPs from a politico-
humanitarian perspective. 
      This perspective had created myths around the 
notion of IDPS, which obstructed their possible in-
clusion in development. She said this proved to be 
the ‘Achilles heel’ to policies of sustainable develop-
ment. She said the first objective of her paper would 
be to scrutinize such myths. The second objective 
was to show how sustainable development and re-
sponses to internal displacement issues could be 
jointly achieved. 
      Mr. Shaukat Sharar began his presentation by 
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saying that militancy (as an outcome of military op-
erations) and the recent floods would have far 
reaching consequences. Militancy had severely af-
fected the socio-economic situation of the people 
and the governance structure of the region leading 
to mass migration. Just at the end of the recovery 
phase and at the outset of the reconstruction and 
rehabilitation phase, floods washed away the re-
maining infrastructure, houses, orchards, and agri-
cultural fields. The effects of this disaster were exac-
erbated by a poor infrastructure and a flawed data-
base that lacked the correct information, outdated 
governance patterns, lack of appropriate bench-
marks, and had put pressure on institutions, their re-
source base and operational capabilities. There was 
a need to learn from these man-made and natural 
catastrophes and re-prioritise development goals to 
have a viable policy framework to step up the recon-
struction process. He said a strong link should be 
made with climate change and the economic divide 
must be looked at as well as the present govern-

ance structure of the country, only then would we be 
able to transform society and attain long-term 
peace. 
      Dr. Lubna Chaudhry’s paper, she explained, was 
based on fieldwork in which she spoke to children, 
women, and men in the Swat Valley in 2009-2010. 
She used an approach to development and recon-
struction grounded in the voices, thoughts, and 
analyses of the people who had been directly im-
pacted in the conflict zone. She focussed on the 
concerns of the survivors rather than the other 
stakeholders, including international donors and the 
national state apparatus. 
      Her presentation drew from interviews and ob-
servation data that highlighted the disjuncture be-
tween state and military initiatives on the one hand, 
and affective perspectives on the other (during con-
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flict and afterwards). The analysis also incorporated 
differences in gender, age, kinship, socio-economic 
status, and geographic location. 
      Mr. Fahim Razaq began by saying that those 
from low and middle-income groups had few oppor-
tunities to develop their full potential. He added that 
poverty was widespread, education levels low, high 
youth unemployment, and traditional culture dis-
couraged individuals to become independent. 
Therefore there was limited scope for young peo-
ple’s positive local engagement in grassroots poli-
tics and community development. He said the situa-
tion was more complex for individuals in KP and Ba-
lochistan. 
      He went on to explain that the education system 
was incapable of comprehending such challenges 
and did not encourage a sense of leadership and 
self-actualisation that guided and prepared the 
younger generation. This left them feeling disillu-
sioned and vulnerable, often pushing them towards 
extremist factions. He said that his paper con-
structed a new context for the possibility of engag-
ing with isolated tribal youth. It presented lessons 
and perspectives on the challenges young people 
were facing in traditional Pakistani communities. It 
suggested a new vision of learning and community 
development within the larger context of thinking 
about youth activism and development of ongoing 
learning and sustainable peace. 
       Discussion: Mr. Talimand Khan as the dis-
cussant shared his own experience of the region 
and stressed that the focus needed to be shifted to 
development in order to fight the major hurdles in 
the way of peace through development. He said 
that education and health should be the main prior-
ity areas and more opportunities should be created 
for the people of conflict stricken areas like FATA 
and Balochistan. The chair, Dr. Saba Khattak, 
agreed with the speakers and appreciated the 
knowledge they shared and termed it very useful 
that would open new doors of insight on how peace 
can be used as a tool for development. 
 

Reported by Munazza Anwar   
 
Poverty Reduction: Social Exclusion and Safety 
Nets in South Asia 
 
Guest of Honour: Mr. Sakib Shirani, Advisor to the 
Ministry of Finance, Government of Pakistan 
Chair: Mr. Sajjad Imran, Country Director, Interna-
tional Relief & Development, Pakistan 
Discussant: Dr. Bishnu R. Upreti, NCCR (North-
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South) South Asia, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Speakers:  
Dr. Prakash C. Tiwari, Kumaun University, Nainital, 
India 
Dr. Babar Shabaz, University of Faisalabad, Paki-
stan 
Ms Priyanthi Fernando, Centre for Poverty Analysis, 
Sri Lanka 
Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Ryerson University, Can-
ada 
Panel Organiser: Dr. Babar Shahbaz, Visiting Re-
search Fellow, SDPI; and, Assistant Professor, Uni-
versity of Agriculture, Faisalabad 
       In a panel titled Poverty Reduction: Social Ex-
clusion and Safety Nets in South Asia, speakers 
from different academic institutions and civil society 
presented their papers. At this occasion, The Eco-
nomic Outlook Bulletin was also formally launched 
as one of the recent SDPI periodicals. 
       Dr. Prakash C. Tiwari, Professor at the Kumaun 
University, Nainital, India, in his presentation shared 
issues of food security and livelihood in the Himala-
yan Mountains, which is home to 12% of the world's 
population mostly residing on the mountain peaks. 
“Nearly 15% of the population in that region falls in 
the category of socially backward communities,” em-
phasized the speaker, adding further that a large 
number is landless and mainly involved in agricul-
ture labour or collection of forest produce. These 
communities are “highly vulnerable to livelihood and 
food insecurity” and deprived of the benefits of de-
velopment, he said. He recommended ways of em-
powering the marginalised communities and provid-
ing them economic and social equity through institu-
tionalising resources at the grassroots level. 
       Dr. Babar Shahbaz from the University of Fais-
alabad, presented his paper based on his research 
in the Northwest Pakistan, and discussed the case 
of social exclusion in relation to access to livelihood 
assets. Looking at livelihoods of the poor through 
the institutional framework, he argued that access of 
the communities to vital livelihood assets is medi-
ated through a set of institutions that produce social 
exclusion and/or inclusion. This mediated (and 
hence lack of) access to the livelihood assets in-
creases the vulnerability of those who are excluded. 
While natural resources are scarce, dependence of 
local communities on natural resources for their live-
lihoods is increasing. This magnifies the effect of ex-
clusion in access to resources on the lives and liveli-
hoods of the poor.  He also emphasized that the 
government of Pakistan should clearly devise its 
safety nets like the BISP programme to exclude it 
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from being politicized and also to focus on the right 
target groups with the right needs and an exit strat-
egy to phase out. 
       Ms Priyanthi Fernando from the Centre for Pov-
erty Analysis, Sri Lanka, shared her paper on the 
issues of older people in terms of social deprivation 
and disparities in Sri Lanka with a proposed action 
framework to address the population group and its 
challenges as government priority for social secu-
rity. Due to the demographic transition in Sri Lanka, 
the population of those above 60 years would in-
crease to as much as 29% by 2050. In this back-
drop, aging related poverty and vulnerability is ex-
pected to rise especially if the state fails to provides 
adequate care for the aging population. She also 
suggested several policies to address these chal-
lenges.  
       Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, a PhD candidate at 
the Ryerson Univeristy, Canada, deliberated upon 
the solutions to the challenges of urban poverty and 
the absence of social safety nets in developing 
countries that are often tied to political reforms and 
economic ‘aid’ packages while ignoring the potential 
role of administrative bodies at the local levels. He 
stressed upon building the capacity of municipalities 
to engage with the urban poor by allocation of ade-
quate resources and support as well as cooperation 
between federal and provincial agencies. He sug-
gested that the combination of grassroots civil soci-
ety efforts in mobilising the urban informal sector 
along with the provision of well-resourced account-
able capacities of lower tiers of municipal govern-
ment can generate low cost sustainable solutions to 
urban service delivery. The researcher also empha-
sized upon the benefits of civil society’s engage-
ment with the lower tier of government in ensuring 
that top-level bureaucrats are held accountable for 
ill-conceived policies and their failure. He concluded 
by suggesting that the success of policy at the pro-
vincial or national level depends upon the recogni-
tion and development of interactions between the 
informal sector and the lower tiers of the state.  
       Discussion: Giving comments as a discussant, 
Dr. Bishnu Upreti from NCCR (North-South) South 
Asia, Nepal, urged the need for change in the con-
ceptual framework to examine the dynamic issues 
of social exclusion extending the focus away from a 
Dollar-a-Day based approach to poverty. Conclud-
ing the session, the Chair, Mr. Sajjad Imran, Coun-
try Director of the International Relief & Develop-
ment Pakistan, highlighted that due to natural re-
sources' degradation, a large proportion of South 
Asian population is facing the problem of social ex-
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clusion and losing livelihoods. It requires an effec-
tive policy response and well coordinated pro-
grammes to curb the trend, he said. The session 
was followed by questions raised by the audience, 
which were addressed by the panelists.  
 

Reported by Arif Naveed 
 
Ending Violence Against Women (VAW):  
The Unconventional Role of Men 
 
Chair: Ms Nasreen Azhar, Member National Com-
mission on the Status of Women, Islamabad, Paki-
stan 
Speakers:  
Ms Mome Salim, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Ms Sameena Nazir, Potohar Organisation for Devel-
opment Advocacy, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Safi Ullah Khan, Rozan, Pakistan  
Mr. Mukhtar Javed, Sungi, Pakistan 
Mr. Veer Ji Koli, Tharparkar, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Ms Mome Salim, Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       The session started with Ms Mome Saleem re-
flecting on her research conducted on Community 
Ownership to end Violence Against Women (VAW). 
Describing the process of the research, she said 
that case studies were collected from all over Paki-
stan to produce knowledge in the field of community 
ownership and domestic violence against women, 
as there was no data available in Pakistan on this 
topic. Shedding light on the methodology and proc-
ess of research, she said that the purpose of the re-
search was to give policy briefs. The research con-
ducted was also aimed at producing policy briefs 
based on firsthand knowledge rather than myths 
and stereotypes that were a product of patriarchy. 
As a public health prevention model was the con-
cept of community mobilisation strategy, primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels were taken.  
       Then she talked about engaging men to end 
violence against women as a major step towards in-
volving the community. She talked about the bat-
tered women’s movement in the 1970s that eventu-
ally led to the women’s liberation movement to ad-
dress domestic violence. A self-help concept was 
generated in this regard. Taking examples from the 
success of those movements, she said that commu-
nity ownership and the role of males was very im-
portant in the movement of violence against women.  
Talking about religion, she said that no religion 
propagates gender disparity. She shared the defini-
tion of violence and then added that in Pakistan 
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there was no guided concept of community mobili-
zation to curb such violence. One important point 
she also made was that men in Pakistan often did 
not understand violence or abuse, they only per-
ceived abuse as meaning physical abuse. They did 
not count psychological and emotional violence as 
part of abuse. She appreciated the role of the media 
in facilitating the process of research and on raising 
awareness in order to curb VAW. 
       Another speaker was Mr. Veer Ji Koli from 
Tharparkar who presented his case study of a Koli 
girl who was raped by a local vadera (landlord). 
Subsequently, a rumour was spread by the landlord 
and his followers that the girl had wanted to become 
a Muslim and marry him. Despite the landlord’s in-

fluential background and power in the community, 
the Koli community that comprised of Hindus, 
launched an FIR against him after facing several 
hurdles. Mr. Veer Ji Koli said that the media and 
civil society from Hyderabad to Islamabad were of 
immense help in this regard. Those that supported 
the girl and the girl herself faced many kidnapping 
and murder attempts during this course but eventu-
ally the Supreme Court took action. He pointed out 
a flaw in the law that made their case weak and that 
was the fact that the victim had to produce evidence 
of rape. He emphasized the fact that that was im-
possible in any case as there were rarely any wit-
nesses in a rape case as in most instances the wit-
ness would tend to intervene and stop the rape from 
taking place. Also the rapist would not rape anyone 
in front of any other person. In the end, he appreci-
ated the media and civil society organisations in the 
help that they provided them to fight such an injus-
tice. He said that it had given people the encour-
agement to face up to local landlords whereas pre-
viously they would have been too frightened to do 
so. 
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       Ms Samina Nazeer of PODA discussed the un-
conventional role of men in ending VAW. She said 
that women were victims of social violence and that 
they were often perceived as weaker than men. She 
said that men were often guilty of unethical behav-
iours in public that people were accustomed to ac-
cepting while women were always and unnecessar-
ily scrutinized for many of their actions. She also 
talked about the role of men in households where 
they were seen and treated as the “head” of the 
household often treating their wives and children as 
inferior. This was dangerous as the home was 
where children learnt their value systems and inevi-
tably they would grow up and mimic their parents’ 
behaviour. She said that these are the reasons why 
men’s attitudes and society were not changing to-
wards gender discrimination. She said that men 
should be taught to empathize with their wives and 
the best way to do that is to use their daughters as 
examples and ask them how they would feel if their 
daughters were treated unfairly by other men. She 
said through her research studies she noted that 
that was the rationale that worked best with most 
men.  
       Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed from Sungi Development 
Foundation shared his experiences of honour kill-
ings in Batagram. He said that domestic violence 
had become a norm in many homes and that sadly 
women had accepted that norm. There was no 
Vanni (if a murder is committed by some member of 
a family, they would offer a girl in marriage to the 
family against whom the crime had been committed 
as compensation as an out of court settlement--so 
instead of blood money they would offer their 
daughter or sister) but in the last six months some 
cases had been reported in Kohistan and Abotta-
bad. There were also reported cases of mutilation 
and many reported cases of harassment in Hattaar 
by the women labourers. Property rights were also 
commonly compromised in Hazara. He said that reli-
gious extremists were also involved in the psycho-
logical stigmatisation of women. He explained that 
Sungi had been working in Hazara and related ar-
eas for the last 20 years in various union councils 
and Azad Kashmir and had prepared and trained 
human rights activists in these regions and also rec-
ommended cases to GJP in Abottabad. He cited dif-
ferent examples and said that they were only there 
to educate people and encourage them to get in-
volved in formal support mechanisms and institu-
tions to guide them so that their cases could be rec-
ommended to legal aid organisations. 
       Mr. Safi Ullah Khan from Rozan provided a defi-
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nition of gender and then added that gender was 
always relational and culturally defined. He said that 
in their research, they tried to understand masculin-
ity and the issues involved in stereotypical mascu-
linity. He said that men usually had the same atti-
tude towards the perception of masculinity with mi-
nor differences in different regions of Pakistan. He 
went on to describe the role of Rozan in engaging 
men and boys in a police training programme on 
gender, and a youth helpline programme that was 
another counselling programme. In understanding 
masculinity research, he said that prevailing mascu-
linity norms to behave in a stereotypical manner 
tend to be followed. The objectives of their research 
were to gain a deeper contextual understanding of 
masculinities on gender based violence. The project 
research design was of a qualitative nature, ex-
ploratory in nature and subjective. Their findings 
were that it was a general accepted perception that 
a man provided for the family without depending on 
women and therefore he assumed the role of the 
head of the house. Also it was commonly believed 
that biologically a man would necessarily produce a 
male sperm and if a daughter was born then it was 
the woman’s “fault”. The general perception was 
that the woman was therefore biologically responsi-
ble if the gender was female and the male is re-
sponsible if the gender was male. Having a daugh-
ter was commonly frowned upon, as a male child 
was generally preferred. Another observation was 
that it was seen to be “masculine” for a man to be of 
a violent nature and therefore it was often accepted 
as “natural” for a man to inflict different types of vio-
lence on a woman. He made recommendations of 
two types, firstly if men and boys need to be en-
gaged, it was important to understand where their 
expectations and views came from especially in the 
context of women and children, secondly that myths 
around sexuality from adolescence to adulthood 
would have to be “re-understood” in light of stereo-
typed views. He suggested that men be trained in 
anger management skills, conflict resolution and 
that their communication skills be enhanced. He 
stressed on reform beginning at home saying that 
when boys see their fathers beating their wives, 
they will tend to adopt the same practices when 
they grow up.   
       Broader level policy recommendations were 
that there should not be a shallow understanding of 
such issues and authorities must not rely upon just 
raising awareness, there was a need to build a 
deeper understanding, and the media and educa-
tion also needed to play a role. He said educational 
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institutions needed to be taken on board, as does 
the media.  
       The chair emphasized the need not just to 
raise awareness on these issues but also to de-
velop programmes and solid strategies to elimi-
nate VAW. 
 

Reported by Sadia Sharif 
 
Revisiting the Indus Water Treaty for Peace 
and Sustainable Development 
 
Chair: Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant:  Mr. Shams ul Mulk, Former Care-
taker Minister, KPK, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Dr. Shaheen Akhtar, Institute of Regional Studies, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Mr. Shakeel Ramay, SDPI, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
       Dr. Shaheen Akhtar proposed that as climate 
change threatened to have deep impacts on the 
Indus water system, it would serve as a catalyst in 
compelling both India and Pakistan to co-operate 
with each other to benefit from the shared re-
source. It was noted that the f low of the Indus 
river systems had been declining in recent years 
largely due to global warming, deforestation and 
shrinking of glaciers in the Himalayas. The Indus 
River feeds the ecosystems of temperate forests, 
plains and arid countryside of both countries thus 
the changes in the water f low will have grave im-
pacts on both sides. With each country struggling 
to adapt to these inevitable changes, there was a 
growing need to revisit the rationale of the man-
agement of shared water resources of the Indus. 
The Indus Water Treaty, a result of intense nego-
tiations between the two countries, was not based 
on principles of water sharing; it clearly divided 
the Indus Rivers. The Treaty was considered a 
landmark achievement in bilateral agreements. 
However, at the time it was drafted, the effects of 
climate change were not known thus it made no 
provision for the impacts of climate change. Now 
as the impacts of climate change unfold, the com-
petition for the declining resource was expected to 
intensify. Many have predicted the evolution of a 
conflict based on the growing water scarcity, com-
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petitive use and the wider conflicts that character-
ize the bilateral relations of the two countries. 
Contrary to this, the speaker stressed that the 
“water rationale” that emerged as the water stress 
grew compelled both sides to cooperate for a sus-
tainable management of the Indus system as op-
posed to sinking into conflict. Only through co-
operation would both sides be able to ensure a 
continued long-term access to the Indus river sys-
tem. A scheme of mutual support and collabora-
tion would push both sides to move away from a 
technical paradigm that has characterized the 
Treaty for decades to a socio-centric paradigm 
that stressed on a combination of demand and 

supply side management of water resources in 
the Indus basin. On the supply side hydrology it 
stressed on the strategies that involved water-
shed development, protection of glaciers and rain 
harvesting while on the demand side it would sug-
gest strategies that would emphasize on efficient 
water use and resource-conservation. Article VII 
of the Treaty was highlighted to stress on the 
need for ‘future co-operation’, which was man-
dated within the agreement. The challenge of cli-
mate change had created an urgency for a joint 
response as it had increasingly become clear that 
both sides needed to co-operate with each other 
in the conservation and protection of this shared 
‘blue gold’ before it was too late. 
       Mr. Shakeel Ahmad noted that at the time of 
drafting the Treaty, climate change discourse had 
not gained momentum thus the treaty did not in-
corporate the issue. However, in the verdict on 
Baglihar Dam where the World Bank acted as a 
mediator, it was recognized that challenges of cli-
mate change and laws of the environment must 
be taken into account in the joint water manage-
ment of the Indus River System. The speaker 

Thirteenth SDC Special Bulletin 



stipulated that Pakistan’s case against the con-
struction of the Baglihar Dam by India would have 
been strengthened had there been a greater focus 
on the transboundary environmental impacts of 
the Dam. Now the application of the Treaty could 
no longer be considered in isolation of the envi-
ronment and climate in which it must operate. 
However, this does not entail that the Treaty itself 
should be redrawn but that its application should 
be extended to face emerging challenges. The 
Treaty serves as the only confidence building 
measure between the two countries, which had 
persisted despite deteriorating relations and con-
flicts. This was a consequence of the mutual rec-
ognition by both parties of the significance of the 
Treaty thus it would be irrational to pursue a revi-
sion, however, extension of its application was a 
necessity in the face of climate change. 
       Mr. Arshad Abbasi while applauding the 
achievements of the Indus Water Treaty, stressed 
on the need for transparency to ensure that the 
spirit of the Treaty was evident in its operation. 
With the rules of the game laid out in 1960, it was 
the onus of both the countries to ensure that these 
were adhered to. To this end, the speaker noted 
that Environmental Impact Assessment would 
serve as an essential tool to minimize controver-
sies and the trust deficit between the two coun-
tries with regards to the operation of the Treaty. 
Though the Treaty made provision for sharing 
data, complete and reliable exchange of data es-
pecially those related to hydropower projects had 
not been shared. Satellite telemetering and trans-
boundary assessment would be additional means 
of ensuring a transparent application.  As water 
stress increases due to climate change, transpar-
ency in the application of the Treaty would play a 
crucial role in ensuring a continued operation of 
the Treaty itself. The speaker also raised the is-
sues of joint efforts to preserve glaciers, the 
source of the Indus River, and halting of the deg-
radation of watershed in Kashmir. He said that 
such confidence building measures were essential 
in not only upholding the Treaty itself but also 
showing each country’s commitment to respond-
ing to climate change. Noting the challenges being 
posed to the Indus River system, the speaker 
stressed that while possibilities of improving the 
Treaty could be explored, renegotiation of the 
Treaty itself was neither possible nor desired. 
       Discussion: Mr. Shams ul Mulk as the dis-
cussant highlighted that the challenge posed by 
climate change was one that was not fully com-
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prehended. While we were aware that the Himala-
yan snow sheet was changing which was conse-
quently affecting the Indus River system, we re-
mained ignorant of the intricacies and dynamics 
of the change itself. Thus the countries in the 
shadows of the Himalayas find themselves in a 
new battlefield, up against a threat of which they 
have limited knowledge. The only chance of de-
fence would be through co-operation between 
countries, which have most to lose. He identified 
collaboration and mutual support in the pursuit of 
knowledge as an urgent need to secure the future 
of generations whose fate was inextricably bound 
to the Himalayas. 
       The legitimacy of India’s construction of dams 
in the light of changing water f lows was the sub-
ject of much debate. Many pointed out that lower 
Punjab and Sindh were losing great quantities of 
water due to reservoirs constructed by India in the 
North. Some even suggested that provisions of 
the Treaty were being violated by India. However, 
the panel pointed out that the Treaty had divided 
the rivers, allowing India access to the Eastern 
Rivers, which had caused reduced flows of these 
rivers into Pakistan. While it was agreed that the 
system of water management should be made 
more transparent between the two neighbours, 
speakers highlighted that India had made no di-
rect transgression of the Treaty itself. It was 
agreed that the Treaty itself was not the culprit 
but the trust deficit between the two countries was 
what needed to be bridged. This extended to 
Pakistan’s domestic water management system 
as well where a lack of transparency and gross 
mismanagement existed. It was recognized that 
climate change had certainly altered the dynamics 
of operation of the Treaty demanding greater re-
sponsibility from both sides of the border.  
       Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel as the chair concluded 
the discourse by tracing the evolution of the Indus 
Water Treaty, highlighting the challenges in nego-
tiating the settlement. He noted the effects of cli-
mate change on the Indus Water system but 
stressed that while there was a need to revisit the 
Indus Water Treaty, renegotiating the Treaty itself 
was not a wise option. Expanding the interpreta-
tion of the Treaty was necessary in the light of cli-
mate change but it should be complemented by a 
simultaneous drive to enhance the spirit of the 
agreement instead of questioning the letter of the 
Treaty itself.   
 

Reported by Fatima Rasheed 
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Regional Trade: The Way Forward 
 
Chair: Dr. Safdar Sohail, Ministry of Trade, Islama-
bad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Dr. S. Akbar Zaidi, Karachi, Pakistan 
Panel organiser: Mr. Gulbaz Ali Khan, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad 
Speakers: 
Mr. Faisal Shaheen, Municipality of Toronto, To-
ronto, Canada 
Dr. Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Centre for Policy 
Dialogue, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Mr. Shafiq Shehzad, Director, Pakistan Institute of 
Trade and Development, Pakistan 
       Dr. Safdar Sohail, from the Ministry of Trade, 
Islamabad, and chair of the session, started the 
session by sharing his views on the topic under dis-
cussion. He said that being from an institution 

whose entire purpose was to enhance and aug-
ment regional trade, which was imperative for the 
economic development of the South Asian region, 
it was his job to formulate the relevant and compre-
hensive policies which would increase Pakistan’s 
trade with regional countries.  
       He disclosed that presently the share of re-
gional trade, in Pakistan’s overall trade volume, 
was a mere 17%, and they were putting their best 
efforts to take it to at least 25% during the next few 
years. Pakistan’s view of regional trade focused not 
only on South Asian countries, but also included 
China and Afghanistan, he asserted. 
At the end of his remarks he said that only if the 
South Asian countries could reconsider their sensi-
tive lists, there were chances for regional trade to 
witness an exponential increase. 
       Dr. Khondekar Golam Moazzem, from the 
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka, Bangla-
desh, was the first among the speakers to share 

33 

his views. Dr. Moazzem’s presentation focussed 
upon the topic of “An approach to prune SAFTA 
sensitive list of Bangladesh: Preliminary findings 
from a cross-country study.” 
       He said, “A long sensitive list maintained by 
member countries of South Asian Free Trade As-
sociation (SAFTA) )it has been argued) is a major 
stumbling block towards enhancing intra-regional 
trade of South Asian countries. While intra-regional 
trade was less than 5% of members’ total trade, 
the share of trade under SAFTA accord was less 
than 1% of total intra-regional trade.” 
       He lamented the fact that despite mutual un-
derstanding among countries over the revision of 
the sensitive list every four years, the issue did not 
witness much progress. He also disclosed the fact 
that when export competencies of South Asian 
countries in the context of price competitiveness 
were analysed, it was revealed that India had a 
greater edge over the rest of the countries of the 
region. 
       Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen from the Municipality 
of Toronto, Toronto, Canada, was the second 
speaker of the session. He gave some insight into 
the topic of “Sector Based Examination of Trade 
Activity”. 
Mr. Shaheen said, “Bilateral trade within South 
Asia has been precarious and slow. Regional trade 
has been hampered through SAFTA and SAPTA 
stalling.” 
       Talking about Pakistan’s case in context of the 
topic, he said, “Pakistan maintains a positive and 
banned list of items. The positive list has expanded 
substantially during Musharaf’s era. With SAFTA 
now a reality, many nations are developing several 
sensitive lists to balance regional and bilateral re-
lations.” 
       He presented a comparison with other nations 
and their extra regional trade to assess the propor-
tions and trajectories of openness that have 
emerged in the last decade.  
While providing the evidences, he suggested that 
policy conditions are misaligned with market reali-
ties and trade in other items beyond the region is 
increasing rather than within SAARC. Findings of 
the paper pointed to the value of a more sector-
based approach, which it was suggested should be 
followed.  
       Mr. Shafiq Shehzad, Director Pakistan Insti-
tute of Trade and Development, was the final 
speaker of the session. While sharing his viewpoint 
over the suggested topic, he deliberated upon an 
altogether different question. According to him, it 
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was not merely the sensitive list, which was ham-
pering the promotion of regional trade in South 
Asia; rather, it was the deteriorated relations be-
tween Pakistan and India, which was contributing 
towards low trade under SAFTA. He revealed that 
trade among the regional countries was still taking 
place under the bilateral trade arrangements. He 
concluded his remarks by reiterating the point that 
Trade under SAFTA could still be successful pro-
vided that the relationship between India and Paki-
stan could improve. 
       The Discussant of the session, Dr. S. Akbar 
Zaidi, while sharing his thoughts over the matter 
said that the approach of South Asian (SA) coun-
tries not to engage in much research on regional 
trade was a mistake. He lamented that the SA trade 
was all about politics, however, if the glitches to-
wards developing mutual understandings were over-
come, it could be highly beneficial for all of the 
member countries in improving the lives of the com-
mon people.  
       Discussing the trade potential between India 
and Pakistan, Dr. Zaidi revealed that despite strin-
gent conditions and a wide trust deficit between both 
the countries, India was Pakistan’s 11th largest trade 
partner. He hoped that if relations on both sides 
could improve, it could bring major economic bene-
fits for both countries. 
       While concluding his remarks, he expressed the 
view that before advocating for regional trade, other 
countries of the region should also ponder upon 
whether India needed South Asia for trade or not as 
the country’s trade with regional countries was a 
meagre part of its overall huge trade volume with 
the outer world. 
 

Reported by Fayyaz Yaseen 
 
Promoting Decent Work for Vulnerable Groups 
in the Post Flood Situation 
 
Chair: Mr. Saif Ullah Chaudhry, International Labour 
Organisation, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Dr. Saba Gul Khattak, Planning Commission of 
Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Haroon Qureshi, ILO Programme Officer, pre-
sented in the absence of Ms Shyama Salgado, ILO, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka  
Panel Organisers: ILO and SDPI 
       Dr. Saba Gul Khattak while addressing the 
panel discussed the problems faced by children in 
the post disaster scenario stated, “Child labour is a 
product of poverty.” She was of the view that chil-
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dren are most vulnerable in such disasters, as they 
have to forgo their education and health. While talk-
ing about the challenges to employment of children 
she said that, “there is no uniform minimum age for 
child labour in Pakistan”, if there is any then no one 
abides by the rule, which she termed as an imple-
mentation problem. 
       Dr. Khattak said that child labour data in Paki-
stan was also outdated as 1992 Federal Bureau of 
Statistics data was being used even in 2010. Esti-
mations are being made on the basis of outdated 
data. While comparing the incidence of child labour 
to the 2005 earthquake of Pakistan, she said that 
there had been an increase in child labour by 35%. 
The preface of the earthquake can be seen as par-
allel to the recent catastrophic floods, she said. She 
added that inflation had increased steeply after the 
flood. Exemplifying her statements, she said that 
wheat and rice prices had increased to almost 
100% compared to the pre-floods situation. She 
added that the health sector of Pakistan had also 

been affected by it as caloric food intake had dwin-
dled and dropped to 1,600 calories per day, which 
should be 2,200. All these facts reflected the nega-
tive trend of the economy resulting in an increase of 
poverty and vulnerability. 
       Dr. Khattak was of the opinion that in the cur-
rent year, Public Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP) budget was very low and the social sector 
was also neglected including health, education and 
child labour. While sharing the allocated amount, 
she said that out of a total PSDP budget, the Minis-
try of Labour demanded only PKR 249 million but 
actually it got only PKR 135 million, which was fur-
ther reduced to PKR 65 million only due to post 
flood cuts. She said having such a low budget; cuts 
were made on an equal basis, in the post flood 
situation. While criticizing the National Finance 
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Commission Awards she added, “At the provincial 
level, labour is not treated well as compared to the 
federal level.” While talking about the role of the me-
dia she said that the media is such a powerful tool in 
Pakistan that it could determine any thing. Through 
its visionary effects, it could pose a positive change 
on any issue and it should play its role as it has the 
power to influence. She added that the media could 
also engage in social transformation by involving the 
youth of Pakistan.  
       Concluding her presentation, Dr. Saba Khattak  
made recommendations on how to cope with such a 
situation. She said that child labour issue should be 
monitored and addressed and “there should be 
drop-in rehabilitation centres for children”. She fur-
ther stressed that child labour issue was not treated 
well nor taken seriously. She also questioned the 
role of the state to cope with such disasters. She 
was of the opinion that cuts were applied blindly. 
“We cannot cut amounts from other sectors which 
are necessary so we sacrifice the social sector,” she 
lamented. She said that the Council of Common In-
terests could play an important role and it must 
come up with international standards to cope with 
such problems/issues. 
       Mr. Haroon Qureshi delivered the presentation 
in absentia for Ms Shyama Salgado from ILO, Sri 
Lanka. He began with the point that Pakistan did not 
have any strategies, policies and pre-planning 
mechanisms to cope with hazards like earthquakes 
and floods. He said that policy makers must plan in 
advance to deal with such emergencies. He quoted 
Sri Lanka’s post tsunami model as the best example 
of how to develop a model or framework for devel-
oping such mechanisms.  
       He began by stating the fact that the Tsunami 
disaster that hit the region in December 2004 had a 
profound economic and socio-cultural impact cou-
pled with a variety of adverse consequences for all. 
This disaster led to the emergence of new vulner-
able groups consisting of women, elderly, disabled, 
migrants and itinerant workers and children. For 
those young people whose family structure col-
lapsed due to the crisis, the loss of family support 
left them vulnerable. Some children compensated 
for this by engaging in high-risk labour. ILO’s re-
sponse was to launch a programme that became 
operational in two districts affected by the Tsu-
nami – one in the East and one in the South. One of 
the key interventions that were sustained after the 
phasing out of the ILO project was that of child la-
bour monitoring units that was set up at grassroots 
level and at the ‘divisional’ level of government ad-
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ministration. Other significant outcomes of the pro-
gramme were that mechanisms were established at 
the field levels to operate prevention and rehabilita-
tion services, a tracing and tracking system of chil-
dren and their families was set up, services were 
provided for prevention, rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion of disaster affected girls and boys and families 
were provided with psycho-social care and support, 
awareness raising and information services particu-
larly in relation to child labour, sexual and gender-
based violence, HIV/AIDS, environment hazards 
and emerging issues that could impact on their 
lives.  
       Carrying on from Mr. Haroon Qureshi’s first 
point relating to the flood in Pakistan, Mr. Saifullah 
Chaudhry while chairing the session said that due 
to recent unprecedented disasters like floods and 
earthquakes, employment issues had arisen and 
the unemployment rate in Pakistan had increased. 
He said that 20 million people had been affected 
and 5.3 million were unemployed as a result of the 
current catastrophic floods. Due to lack of institu-
tional reforms when a disaster happens, misman-
agement occurs and he advised that this should be 
looked into carefully. He suggested, “Various fac-
tors like government, NGOs; informal sector, etc., 
should come together and form a group to help out 
in calamities.” 
       He was of the opinion that the Sri Lankan 
model was a good and holistic one because it in-
volved the different sectors and all stakeholders. He 
recommended the involvement of youth in address-
ing issues like child labour due to the experience of 
good results in the past. He also highlighted the role 
of the media in such an important issue of child la-
bour and said that the media could also play an im-
portant role in making a social transformation. 
       Discussion: While responding to the question 
regarding how home based workers (HBW) were 
being treated, Dr. Saba Khattak replied that the 
Planning Commission of Pakistan talks about macro 
level issues and they do not have time to talk about 
small issues like HBW. While responding to another 
question regarding resource redistribution or equal 
distribution by the Government, Dr. Khattak replied 
that although the state does not have enough re-
sources, we should be able to manage this avail-
able small amount in a better way. She said we 
should also talk about social protection and by com-
bining all the parameters like social assistance and 
social responsibility we should build a new policy. 
 

Reported by Asif Mehmood and Afsheen Naz 
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Energy Governance in South Asia 
 
Chair: Mr. Nazim Haji, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Mohammad Yasin, Senior Advisor 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Ms Javeriya Hasan, Sustainable Development Pol-
icy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Mr. Arshad Abbasi, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel organiser: Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Consultant, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
       We must change our general attitude of doubt 
and suspicion towards the government. The energy 
conservation measures announced by the govern-
ment are in our own best interest and we must fol-
low them. The energy crises is a serious national is-
sue that has not only badly affected productivity in 
the industrial sector but has also made life miser-
able for the common man due to the long duration of 
load shedding. These were some of the views ex-
pressed by the two speakers. 
       Mr. Arshad Abbasi and Ms Javeriya Hasan from 
the SDPI said that the electricity governance unit 
has been assigned the task to carry out an in-depth 
research for a report on renewable energy in Paki-
stan. They said that renewable energy was the most 
neglected area in the country’s energy sector.  Al-
though various organisations in the past had at-
tempted to explore this, they could not gauge the 
genuine obstacles to achieving substantial progress. 
In the present times, renewable energy was greatly 
opted for to spearhead economic growth and reduce 
the impact of climate change, which was not only a 
global concern but also that of governments of de-
veloped and developing countries. In Pakistan, deci-
sion makers were yet to make this sector their top 
priority. Renewable energy could be particularly suit-
able for Pakistan to address electricity needs in rural 
and remote areas of Balochistan, Sindh and other 
remotes areas of Pakistan, where transmission and 
distribution of energy generated from fossil fuels 
could be difficult and expensive. Producing renew-
able energy locally could offer a viable alternative. 
These were also the views expressed by the two 
speakers. 
       “Pakistan is facing a severe and an unprece-
dented energy crisis, whereby the daily shortfall is 
almost 30% giving rise to the debate on the intro-
duction of renewable energy. This is attributed 
mainly to the fact that 61% of electricity generation 
depends upon gas and oil. The dilemma of Paki-
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stan’s power sector has been that it has failed to 
make additions to the country’s hydropower genera-
tion capacity,” expressed Ms Hasan, adding, “It is 
noteworthy that hydroelectricity is also the cheapest 
source of electricity. Thus, heavy dependence on 
fossil fuels especially on oil, has not only resulted in 
an increase of the electricity tariff by 70% but has 
also raised the circular debt, which was Rs. 216 bil-
lion as of June 30, 2009.” 
       Talking about the governance issue of the elec-
tricity sector, Mr. Abbasi said, “In terms of govern-
ance, an absence of transparency and incompe-
tence of managers are problems endemic to the 
system that regulates the provision of electricity in 
the country. The supply-demand gap has been wid-
ened by 35% due to seasonal availability in hydro-
power and in 2009-10, the overall electricity con-
sumption declined by 1.7%. The industrial sector 
has been particularly hard hit by electricity short-

ages and there has been a substantial reduction in 
industrial productivity, which has had daunting im-
pacts on the country’s exports and eventually leads 
to the deterioration of balance of payments.” 
       Discussion: Mr. Muhammad Yasin, the dis-
cussant of the session, opined that Pakistan was in 
the grip of a serious energy crisis that was affecting 
all sectors of the economy and the various seg-
ments of society. As the situation stands today, 
there were few immediate solutions to resolve the 
issue. A change of attitude and a change in lifestyle 
were needed at the national level, which should be 
triggered by the ruling elite and followed by all seg-
ments of the society that have access to electricity. 
At best there could be some short and long-term so-
lutions to the crisis but they needed immediate plan-
ning and execution with enormous investment. The 
present energy consumption trends in Pakistan 
were extremely inefficient, whether it be in the do-
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mestic, industrial, trade or in the commercial sec-
tors, lamented the discussant. With a minimal ef-
fort, well over 10% of national electricity could be 
saved by applying only the first level of energy con-
servation, i.e. a change in attitude. It was simple, 
instant and effective and all it required was to stop 
using energy unnecessarily, he asserted. A further 
economy of 10-15% could be achieved by introduc-
ing the second level of energy-conservation prac-
tices, especially in industry. This could be done col-
lectively just through public education. With the 
help of effective electronic and print media cam-
paigns the government could quickly educate the 
masses. He went on to say Pakistan was rich in hy-
dro resources of energy. According to an estimate, 
the country had enough resources to generate ap-
proximately 40,000 MW of hydro-electricity. How-
ever, presently it only generated 8,000 mw of elec-
tricity against an installed capacity of 11,327 MW. 
In addition, the country could generate electricity 
with the help of wind and solar energy, which had 
not yet been exploited to meet the energy deficit. 
Nuclear energy was yet another source of energy 
and at present PAEC produced 472 MW. It was far 
less than what PAEC should have been producing 
to meet the energy deficit, said Mr. Yasin. He fur-
ther added, thermal power was mostly produced by 
burning either natural gas or imported oil. The 
country had yet to switch over to coal from the in-
digenous source of energy that was estimated to 
be the third largest in the world with a reserve of 
33.0 trillion tonnes. 
       The reason behind the energy crisis was poor 
management, misinformed priorities and lack of ac-
countability on the part of those who stay at the 
helm of affairs. We must try our best to adopt en-
ergy conservation at the individual and at the na-
tional level, asserted the discussant. The best solu-
tion to alleviate the gas shortage was to build a 
pipeline to import over a billion cubic feet of gas a 
day from Iran, but such a project would take many 
years to implement. 
       In the end, chairperson, Mr. Nazim Haji, said 
that Pakistan was presently facing a serious energy 
crisis. Despite strong economic growth during the 
past decade and consequent rising demand for en-
ergy, no worthwhile steps had been taken to install 
new capacity for generation from the required en-
ergy sources. Now the demand exceeded supply 
and hence “load-shedding” was a common phe-
nomenon through frequent power shutdowns. Paki-
stan needed about 14,000-15,000 MW electricity 
per day, and the demand was likely to rise to ap-
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proximately 20,000 MW per day by 2010. Pres-
ently, it could produce about 11, 500 MW per day 
and thus there was a shortfall of about 3,000-4,000 
MW per day. This shortage was badly affecting in-
dustry, commerce and the daily life of people. All 
possible measures needed to be adopted to con-
serve energy at all levels, and use all available 
sources to enhance the production of energy. It 
seems that the government was considering im-
porting energy from Iran and Central Asian Repub-
lics and using indigenous sources, such as, hydro, 
coal, waste, wind, and solar power, as well as 
other alternate and renewable energy sources, be-
sides nuclear power plants for the production of 
energy. Needless to say that if the country wished 
to continue its economic development and improve 
the quality of life of its people, it had to make seri-
ous efforts towards framing a coherent energy pol-
icy, asserted Mr. Nazim Haji.   
 

Reported by Hamid Ismail. Shah Khattak and 
Sadia Yousafi 

 
Role of Parliamentarians in Peace and Sustain-
able Development 
 
Chair: Dr. Farzana Bari, Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers:  
Ms Nazish Barohi, Researcher, Karachi 
Ms Shirala Mallick, Chair of Standing Committee, 
Pakistan 
Ms Arifa Khalid, Punjab Assembly, Lahore, Paki-
stan 
Ms Marvi Sirmed, Strengthening Democracy 
through Parliamentary Development (SDPD), Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organisers: SDPD and SDPI 
       The Role of Parliamentarians in Peace and 
Sustainable Development was jointly organised by 
the SDPI and Strengthening Democracy through 
Parliamentary Development (SDPD). The main fo-
cus of the panel was to discuss the role of women 
parliamentarians in promoting peace and sustain-
able development, women empowerment, and en-
couraging women’s representation in all walks of 
life. 
       Ms Nazish Barohi, who is a researcher, held 
that there was always a question about the credi-
bility and constituency of women. Women were di-
vided into different ethnic and religious groups, 
which often puts them in a more vulnerable posi-
tion and often they were exposed to intolerable be-
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haviour in the parliament.  She said that political 
institutions did not facilitate women even though 
women parliamentarians had distinct legislative 
power. She further suggested that “pro peace, pro 
people and pro women policies be developed”. She 
also commented on the fact that women were bet-
ter equipped to understand the difficulties of 
women as compared to male leaders.  
       Dr. Farzana Bari, who is an educationist, fur-
ther added, “Women are disproportionately af-
fected throughout the world, yet as a matter of fact 
women have been spearheading many movements 
of peace in the world.” She said that as a rule, 
women preferred a model of fairness and concilia-
tion over victory. She stressed that women should 
be provided with the same platform as men so that 
women could be a major part of the development 

process. She further elaborated that it was essen-
tial for women to create societal and political link-
ages and that it was the official duty of every fe-
male parliamentarian to take initiatives for the pro-
motion of peace and sustainable development of 
women.  
       Ms Shirala Mallick, Chair of the Standing Com-
mittee, Pakistan, emphasized that the women of 
Pakistan had more duties such as look after their 
homes and many have jobs as well. She agreed 
with the points Dr. Bari made and also added that 
the distribution of fair justice was the basic respon-
sibility of the Government especially for women. 
Gender equality was a pre-requisite in all communi-
ties, she stressed.  
       Ms Arifa Khalid from the Punjab Assembly, La-
hore, Pakistan, added to the discussion by saying 
that it did not matter which party one belongs to, it 
was a universal issue and that everyone should be 
united in bringing about revolutionary changes with 
regard to women’s participation at all levels of gov-

38 

ernance. Furthermore, the education level of 
women should be raised so that they were able to 
participate actively in politics.  
       Ms Marvi Sirmed, National Project Manager of 
SDPD, summarized the discussion and pointed out 
that women parliamentarians were serving across 
party lines.  She concluded that political represen-
tation of women at all levels should be prioritized 
and a true change of mindset in a male dominant 
society was the need of the hour.   
 

Reported by Zeeshan Khan and Anusha Sherazi 
 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation (REDD): Impacts on South Asia  
 
Chair:  Professor Dr. Sarwat Naz Mirza, Dean 
Faculty of Forestry, University of Arid Agriculture, 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan 
Discussants: Dr. Muhammad Khurshid Swati, 
Economic Affairs Division, GoP, Pakistan; and, 
Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal, SDPI, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
Speakers: 
Syed Mahmood Nasir, Ministry of Environment, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan  
Dr. Shahzad Jahangir in absentia of Mr. Javed Ah-
med, Ministry of Environment, Islamabad, Pakistan  
Dr. Syed Moazzam Nizami, Arid Agriculture Uni-
versity, Rawalpindi Pakistan 
Panel Organisers: SDPI and the Ministry of Envi-
ronment  
       The speakers, Syed Mahmood Nasir, Inspec-
tor General of Forests; and, Dr. Shahzad Jahangir, 
DIG Forests, provided a general overall global and 
technical picture of emissions from deforestation 
and degradation. He highlighted the drivers of de-
forestation, monitoring-reporting-&-verification 
(MRV) systems, Carbon stocks assessments, Car-
bon rights, Legislation, Policy, Trading, Perma-
nence and Leakages, and the different aspects of 
REDD+. He stressed through his findings that the 
total area of forests in Pakistan is 4.224 million 
hectares which is 4.8% of the total land area of 
Pakistan with no comprehensive/authentic assess-
ment of forest resources. He said that Pakistan 
has a land area of 77.088 million ha of which 3.084 
million ha are designated as forests with a poten-
tial to store 389 million tC. He added that Northern 
Pakistan (AJK and KP) would be an excellent can-
didate for a REDD+ project and a potential sink of 
153 million tC. He urged that the REDD could not 
be a success without the active involvement of all 
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stakeholders which include local communities, pri-
vate sector experts, civil society institutions, the 
government and scientific institutions. 
       Dr. Shahzad Jahangir emphasized the chal-
lenges for Pakistan in the implementation of REDD 
and/or REDD+. The challenges include a national 
approach versus a provincial approach, revisions in 
the forest laws, governance, benefit sharing 
mechanisms and methodological challenges. He 
analysed the chronology for REDD and REDD+ 
from 2005 onward and shared negotiations and 
outcomes through different Conference of Parties 
(COPs). He characterized activities required for 
REDD / REDD+ from COP Copenhagen to Cancun 
where methodological guidance was given in Co-
penhagen and the importance of REDD+ was rec-
ognised in Cancun with clarity on the scope of ac-
tivities for which developing countries have to un-
dertake key activities such as: (a) Design a na-

tional strategy or action plan, (b) Establish a na-
tional forest reference emission level and/or forest 
reference level or, if appropriate, as an interim 
measure, sub-national forest reference emission 
levels and/or forest reference levels, and (c) De-
sign a robust and transparent national forest moni-
toring system for the monitoring and reporting of 
activities, (d) Design a system for providing infor-
mation on how the agreed safeguards referred to 
are being addressed and respected.  
       Dr. Moazzam Nizami carried out the first ever 
study of its type done in Pakistan (especially for in-
ventory of mixed forest), which is providing basic 
information of carbon stocks under REDD+ and 
recommendations of new sampling intensities that 
will be useful for future forest inventories in sub 
tropical forests. He said that forests are the largest 
carbon storehouses among all terrestrial ecosys-
tems and have a dual mechanism by acting both as 
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a store and emission of green house gasses. He 
analysed the ongoing widespread deforestation 
which has resulted in forest and land-use change. 
He referred to the globally investigated figures of 
90% of C storage in plant biomass while justifying 
his research work for determining stem density and 
Biomass of sub tropical pine and sub tropical 
broad leaved evergreen forests of Pakistan with 
estimations of the carbon stocks at three levels 
(upper storey, under storey and soils) of these for-
ests and establishing proper sampling intensities 
for future forests inventories. Dr. Nizami recom-
mended the protocol for such type of studies to be 
done in other forest types of the country and sug-
gested that the Ministry of Environment use pub-
lished numerical figures for the final country report 
to IPCC regarding C-Stocks in Sub tropical forests  
       Discussion: Dr. Muhammad Khurshid Swati 
analysed the papers presented and emphasized 
the urgent need to meet the requirement of the 
REDD readiness phase. He highlighted the fact 
that global deforestation and its degradation has a 
negative role of approximately 17 to 20% towards 
climate change for which initiatives like REDD are 
critically important as a mitigation response. Mr. 
Tanvir Mahmud, National Programme Manager, 
UNIDO CDM, Pakistan, highlighted the research 
work of Dr. Nizami saying that Pakistan has a 
great potential of carbon credits with the existing 
low density in forests. He suggested that the meth-
odology used by Dr. Nizami has significant value 
and could also be submitted to UNFCCC for ap-
proval, which then can be used globally. 
       Mr. Kanwar Javed stated that REDD+ is multi-
in-one as it is providing multi benefits in terms of 
green economic uplift through carbon credits, bet-
ter environmental conditions, biodiversity conser-
vation, and improved livelihoods as compared with 
CDM mechanism. Mr. Kanwar Javed highlighted 
the fact that although we are a little late keeping in 
view the global timeline, we have in-house techni-
cal people in Pakistan for which we simply need 
fine tuning to meet the requirement of REDD. 
There is a need to utilize the skills and knowledge 
we have for a better environment, economy and 
livelihood.  
       Mr. Bashir Ahmed Wani, former IG Forests, 
emphasized the need to take institutional meas-
ures with the development of a national strategy 
for REDD+ and a Pilot Study as parallel activities. 
       Dr. Sarwat Mirza concluded the session by 
highlighting the importance of forests. 
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Reported by Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal 
The Relationship between Food Insecurity,  
Poverty, Militancy and Conflict 
 
Chair:  Syed Kamal Shah, former Federal Secre-
tary Interior, Islamabad, Pakistan  
Speakers:  
Mr. Sahib Haq, World Food Programme (WFP), Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
Dr. Bishnu Upreti, NCCR North-South, Kathmandu, 
Nepal 
Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan  
Discussants: Mr. Ejaz Haider, Consulting Editor, 
The Friday Times, Pakistan; and, Dr. Ayesha Sid-
diqa, Defence and Security Analyst, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
Panel Organiser: Faisal Gorchani, Advocacy Unit, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islama-
bad, Pakistan 
       The first speaker to present was Mr. Sahib Haq 
of the World Food Program (WFP) who presented a 
paper on food insecurity and its implications for ter-
rorism and conflict. He began by highlighting the is-
sue of food security in Pakistan and how the situa-
tion had deteriorated over the past few years with 
respect to the factors that had caused a rise in the 
already prevailing insecure situation such as the on-
going military actions and the recent floods. These 
were some of the factors that contributed to the de-
struction of infrastructure and food crops, resulted in 
price hikes, and had a disastrous effect on livelihood 
and food accessibility around the country. He 
quoted statistics that showed extreme food crisis 
and stated that the policies of the federal govern-
ment had been weak and provinces had been in 
conflict with each other over the movement of food 
crops such as wheat when in time of crisis. He at-
tributed this to weak planning on the part of policy 
makers. 
       Discussing the role of government, he stated, 
there was an imbalance in policies. When prices in 
the international market went down, prices in Paki-
stan went up. He said that food insecurity factors 
also included population growth and slow growth in 
production. He mentioned the flood disaster as the 
catalyst in decreasing the wage labour rate and dis-
cussed the role of disaster in overall food security in 
the country. He said that KPK was destroyed mostly 
due to the floods and business was negatively af-
fected because of reduced security and stability. He 
suggested various ways that would be beneficial in 
this regard that included giving jobs to the unem-
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ployed and enhancing their purchasing power, fo-
cussing on the energy sector, ensuring that the in-
dustrial sector ran smoothly, the development of the 
private sector to incorporate youth and profession-
als, modern skill development, ensuring safety se-
curity nets for food insecure people, engaging youth 
in income generating activities, infrastructure devel-
opment and rehabilitation of displaced people due 
to the floods. 
       Dr. Bishnu Upreti shared his ideas in the con-
text of the conflict in Nepal and its repercussions for 
food security. He highlighted many factors that 
caused food insecurity during conflict that made 
certain groups more vulnerable than others. He said 
that in a conflict anywhere in the world, there were a 
few basic characteristics that were common factors 
with regard to food security, namely poor govern-
ance, mistrust and hostility, politicisation and ma-
nipulation of power and corruption and malprac-
tices. These traits helped fuel food insecurity in the 

areas of conflict. He also highlighted the fact that 
food insecurity had a direct effect on cultivation and 
on the availability, accessibility, portability and utili-
sation of food.  
       Many other aspects were also important ac-
cording to him like gender issue and the fact that 
women were among the most severely affected in 
such situations. He further elaborated that markets 
were monopolised in conflicts and there was bias 
and politicisation in conflict stricken areas. Poverty 
was another major issue he focused on and said 
that poor people were usually the weakest party in 
conflict areas hence they became more vulnerable. 
In addition there were restricted areas when there 
was a conflict, which contributed to a high rate of 
food insecurity. He shared the situation of conflict ar-
eas in Nepal and talked about the role of civil society, 
state, farmers and also about how conflict changed 
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the mindset and lifestyles of the population. Highlight-
ing the role of women, he said that the conflict em-
powered them and they were the negotiators with 
Maoists regarding the conflict. He further said that 
there were 3.7 million food insecure people in Nepal 
and the government needed to take urgent steps in 
alleviating food insecurity. He suggested controlling 
the black-market, restoring infrastructure and increas-
ing production so as not to enhance further conflict. 
       The third speaker, Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, empha-
sized the need to understand the nexus of food secu-
rity and military.  He said that poverty and food inse-
curity were a strong reason for militancy but not the 
only reasons for militarisation; there were several 
other factors like social injustices, unemployment, 
bias in ideologies, etc. He quoted the example of the 
case of an individual named Akram, who in a recent 
incident burnt himself to death in front of the Prime 

Minister’s House because he said he was so poor he 
could not feed himself and his family.  Dr. Suleri ar-
gued that such people could also potentially become 
suicide bombers, as they felt isolated because of the 
indifference of state and society towards their issues.   
       He then demonstrated rankings and trends of 
food security and classified them according to worst 
food insecure regions. He said that 90 million people 
in Pakistan were food insecure. He said that potential 
bombers were interviewed and it was discovered that 
it takes US$ 10,000-12,000 to make a suicide 
bomber. He further classified four types of militants, i.
e. Islamic fundamentalists, anti-government militants, 
i.e. Robin Hood style, and the street mafia and gave 
details for their classifications. He suggested that 
there needed to be a change of paradigm in this re-
gard and money should be spent to alleviate poverty 
and strengthening social security to have a strong 
state and region. 
       The discussants were Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa and 
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Mr. Ejaz Haider. Mr. Ejaz Haider was of the view-
point that food insecurity was not related to militancy 
and food was the right of every human being. He 
gave an analysis of food insecure regions prior to 
pre- and post-conflict and concluded that food inse-
cure areas were not necessarily areas of militancy. 
He quoted the examples of Dera Bugti and Gilgit-
Baltistan and said that money needed to be used in 
the right way to alleviate poverty and food insecurity.  
       Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa said that food insecurity was 
not the cause of militancy but rather militancy was 
causing food security, and that in different areas of 
Pakistan food insecurity was reaching alarming 
rates. 

The panel put forward the following sugges-
tions:  
1.   A focus on the energy sector  
2.   Ensure that the industrial sector runs smoothly so 

that more jobs are created  
3.   Skill development  
4.   Ensure safety security nets for food insecure 

people 
5.   Engage youth in income generating activities; 

provide stipends on the condition that they per-
form. 

6.   Infrastructure development, i.e. schools, hospi-
tals, link roads, etc. 

7.   Rehabilitation and new incentives especially for 
militancy and flood stricken areas, subsidise en-
ergy for farmers, livestock sector, etc. 

 
Reported by Munazza Anwar   

 
Closing Plenary: H. U. Beg Memorial Lecture 
 
Chair: Mr. Shamsul Mulk, Former Caretaker Chief 
Minister, KPK, Pakistan 
Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Tariq Banuri, Director, Division for Sustainable 
Development, UNDESA, New York, USA; and, for-
mer Executive Director, SDPI 
Theme: Energy as Key to Peace and Sustainable 
Development 
Recap of the Thirteenth SDC: 
Dr. Avanish Kumar, Management Development Insti-
tute, Gurgaon, India 
Dr. Bishnu Upreti, NCCR North-South, Kathmandu, 
Nepal 
Ms Priyanthi Fernando, Centre for Poverty Analysis 
(CEPA), Columbo, Sri Lanka 
Mr. Rashed Titumir, Unnayan Onneshan, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh 
Remarks by the Guest of Honour: Syed Naveed 
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Qamar, Federal Minister for Petroleum and Natural 
Resources, Government of Pakistan 
       Dr. Tariq Banuri began his lecture by highlighting 
the issue of sustainable development and said that 
Pakistan has had a very robust development proc-
ess, with the help of many highly informed and skilled 
technical people but that unfortunately that process 
could not be sustained. He said that economic growth 
was a continuous process, it sustains nations, and it 
needs to constructed in a sustainable manner.  
       He stressed that economic development was a 
long-term process and economic plans should be de-
veloped with at least the next 30 years in mind. He 
said that developing countries needed sustainable 
development adding that sustainable development 
encompasses demographic and political factors, eco-
nomic development, and various other aspects affect-
ing societies. 
       Dr. Tariq Banuri also talked about the economic 
history of the world. He said that the initial challenge 

to human beings was the economic challenge and 
what was needed now was a new vision for growth. 
He said that the goal of each developing country 
should be to have a growth rate of 5%. If the growth 
rate goes down unemployment, suicide, crime, psy-
chological pressures and frustration in society go up.  
       Mr. Shams-ul-Mulk began by sharing facts on 
one of the most pressing issues in Pakistan, that of 
energy and power hoarding, which he referred to 
from a conference held in Lahore titled “Power Sector 
Reforms”. He quoted that around 92 billion Gwh of 
power was generated in Pakistan per annum out of 
which 32% was hydel, 32% gas and 32% fuels/oils, 
while 4% others included coal/nuclear. He also 
quoted the cost per unit of various sources of energy 
such as hydel costs Rs. 1.02, gas Rs 5.46 per unit, 
fuel Rs.12.4, while others cost Rs. 4.30 per unit. Yet 
Pakistan had the potential to produce at least 40-45 
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megawatts more with a saving of around 270 billion 
rupees.  
       Mr. Rashed Titumir began his discussion by put-
ting forward a number of the questions, i.e. how do 
we build the wealth of a nation? How do we work it 
out? Can we exploit the opportunity of demographic 
dividend in Asia? He extended his views that the 
main driver of the accumulation processes is technol-
ogy. He added international environment and political 
settlement were the issues behind trade building. 
Then he questioned, how we would be able to grow 
in an environment of political instability. He ex-
pressed his view by saying, “Freedom in terms of 
generation of knowledge is essential for sustainable 
development.” He added that growth was altered un-
der political instability. Mr. Titumir urged the partici-
pants to think in terms of change and progress and 
concluded by quoting Decorde, ‘I exist because I 
question’. 
       Ms Priyanthi Fernando stressed that economics, 
demographics and people were the focus for sustain-
able development. Moreover she said that sustain-
able peace was also a matter of concern along with 
sustainable development and growth.  
       Dr. Bishnu Upreti said that dynamism was re-
quired for security and peace. He said that a collec-
tive mechanism should be developed for the sustain-
able development of South Asia. In his view, the opti-
mistic approach could help to develop a collective 
mechanism at the level of civil society, politics and at 
other levels. A collective effort was desirable to follow 
the path of peaceful sustainable development.  
       Dr. Avanish Kumar said, “Peace is all about cre-
ating a strategy where poor and rich could think col-
laboratively about their future.” He ended his speech 
on the optimistic note that ‘Conflict is unsustainable, 
it is going to die and there will be peace and prosper-
ity’. 
       Syed Naveed Qamar who was the chief guest, 
gave the closing remarks and said that peace and 
sustainable development was the only way to 
counter large issues such as energy deficiency. “The 
areas of confluence need to be brought out for at-
taining sustainable development”, he stressed.  
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Concurrent Session B-1 
 
Neo-liberalising South Asia—
Impacts of Structural Adjustment: 
IMF and World Bank Programmes 
 

Concurrent Session B-4 
 
Peace through Development? 
 

Concurrent Session B-7 
 
The Water and Sanitation 
Challenge in South Asia: 
Session II 

Concurrent Session B-2 
 
Imagine a New South Asia: 25 
years of SAARC 

Concurrent Session B-5 
 
Poverty Reduction: Social 
Exclusion and Safety Nets in South 
Asia 
 

Concurrent Session B-8 
 
Revisiting the Indus Water Treaty 
for Peace and Sustainable 
Development 
 

Concurrent Session B-3 
 
Responding to Climate Change in 
South Asia  
 

Concurrent Session B-6 
 
Ending Violence Against Women: 
The Unconventional Role of Men 

Concurrent Session B-9 
 
Regional Trade: The Way Forward 

 Concurrent Panel B-6a 
Financing Climate Change 

 

 

Wednesday, 22 December 2010 

9:00 – 11:00 11:30 – 1:30 2:30 –4:30 

Concurrent Session A-1 
 
Sustainable Development and 
Peace: Respecting Religious 
Diversity 
 
 
 

Concurrent Session A-5 
 
Peace and Sustainable 
Development: The Role of Think 
Tanks (Brainstorming Session) 
 
 
 
 

Concurrent Session A-2 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical 
Management for Sustainable 
Development and a Toxic Free Asia 
– Session I 
 
 

Concurrent Session A-6 
 
Advancing Sound Chemical 
Management for Sustainable 
Development and a Toxic Free Asia 
– Session II 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Welcome Address: 
 
Dr. Saeed Shafqat, Chairperson, 
Board of Governors, SDPI, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Remarks by the Chief Guest:  
 
Mr. Javed Malik, Federal Secretary for 
Environment, Government of Pakistan 
 
Book Launch: 
Fostering Sustainable Development in 
South Asia:  
Responding to Challenges 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
  
Ms Urvashi Butalia, 
Director, 
Zubaan Books, 
India 
 
Plenary Title:  
 
Confronting the Past: Imagining the 
Future 
Is there Hope for a New South Asia? 

Concurrent Session A-3 
 
Floods and Disaster Preparedness 
in Pakistan: Regional Solution to 
National Problems 
 
 
 

Concurrent Session A-7 
 
Climate Change, a Security Risk? 
The Case of South Asia 
 
 
 
 

 Concurrent Session A-4 
 
The Water and Sanitation 
Challenge in South Asia: 
Session I 
 

Concurrent Session A-8 
 
Federalism: A Challenge to Conflict 
Management in Less Developed 
Countries/South Asia 
 

Tuesday, 21 December 2010 

9:00 – 11:00 11:30 – 1:30 2:30 –4:30 

PANELS A QUICK GLANCE 
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Thursday, 23 December 2010 

9:00 – 11:00 11:30 – 1:30 2:30 –4:30 

Concurrent Session C-1 
 
Promoting Decent Work for 
Vulnerable Groups in the Post 
Flood Situation 
 
 
 

Concurrent Session C-4 
 
Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Degradation 
(REDD): Impacts on South Asia 
 
 
 

Concurrent Session C-2 
 
Energy Governance in South Asia 
 
 

Concurrent Session C-5 
 
The Relationship between Food 
Insecurity, Poverty, Militancy and 
Conflict  
 
 
 

Concurrent Session C-3 
 
Role of Parliamentarians in Peace 
and Sustainable Development 
 
Panel by the 
Strengthening Democracy through 
Parliamentary Development (SDPD) 

Concurrent Session C-6 
 
Water Resource Management: 
Sharing Perspectives 
 

 
 

H. U. Beg Memorial Lecture 
 
Chair: Mr. Shamsul Mulk, Former 
Chief Minister, KPK, Pakistan 
 
Recap of the Thirteenth SDC: 
Dr. Avanish Kumar, Management 
Development Institute, Gurgaon, India 
Dr. Bishnu Upreti, NCCR North-South, 
Kathmandu, Nepal 
Ms Priyanthi Fernando, Centre for 
Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Columbo, 
Sri Lanka 
Mr. Rashed Titumir, Unnayan 
Onneshan, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
 
Dr. Tariq Banuri  
Director, Division for Sustainable 
Development 
Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (DESA) 
United Nations, New York, USA 
 
Remarks by the Chief Guest: 
Syed Naveed Qamar, Federal 
Minister for Petroleum and Natural 
Resources, Government of Pakistan 
 
Vote of Thanks: 
 
Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

 Recent Publication 
 
Fostering Sustainable Development In South Asia: Responding To Challenges was launched 
on 21 December, 2010 at the occasion of Thirteenth Sustainable Development Conference . 
It is jointly published by the Sustainable Development Institute and Sang-e-Meel Publishers 
and has been edited by Ayesha Salman, Sarah Siddique and Uzma T. Haroon. The anthol-
ogy has eleven chapters on a diverse range of topics authored by some of the most re-
nowned names in their field such as Saba Gul Khattak, Lubna Chaudhry, Karin Astrid Sieg-
mann and Bishnu Upreti. This anthology reflects a plethora of views and research findings 
expressed by scholars and researchers on the most pressing concerns faced by South Asia 
today. The dilemmas and difficulties faced by internal and external actors in ensuring pro-
poor governance are pervasive and complex and require in-depth knowledge of issues that 
have been highlighted and discussed in great detail in this anthology.  
       The various layers that exist in the quest to unravel the multi-faceted nature of these is-
sues is contextualised by the 6-F crisis that faces this region, that of food; fiscal; fuel; fron-

tiers; functional democracy; and fragility of climate. This anthology captures the diverse opinions of the speakers and 
focuses on key issues, which are the foundation for positive change with regard to pro-poor governance and human se-
curity. The range of topics covered include the energy crisis, the financial crisis, food security, the problems and biases 
faced by researchers, climate change and women empowerment. The papers encourage and provoke thought and de-
bate on questions such as how can the environment be made more sustainable when it comes to climate change and 
pollution? How can we make the best use of natural resources? What are the root causes of conflict and how can we 
alleviate this growing problem? How can food security be ensured? How can democracy be strengthened in order to 
face the challenges by South Asia? What role can education play towards sustainable development? How can educa-
tion be improved in the country? Can women be empowered through the use of information technology? These and 
many other questions will be asked and solutions suggested in SDPI’s anthology in the hope that it will engender further 
discussion and spark positive change in ensuring sustainable development.  


